ngel/at the ſigne of. S5 
in nouembie / Anno do. M. D. t 


y _— 
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| toritie in En 


8 . of — boke. 
He dige lußme head oſß churche 
The bichep <p opey hathe non a 

e. 
etzinges Pariage with the l; 
dy Anne / cha andiavfull. 
The Diuo)ce of the lady Kathert 
ne done by Goddeslawe. etc. 
(The autoꝛitie of Goddes wozde / 
only to be obeyde. 

Menes traditios repugne in mol | 
thinges to Goddestruthe . 
Tbe e wo2d of truthe lap buried / 
whã the bich. of Rome ruled here 
(The cõmig agayne of light 
cofeſſed , 
Foliche and vnlaufull othes and 
vowes not tobe kepte. 
And other / Wtheſe incar 
nate deuilles impudẽtly 
Ad traiterouſly goo about 
to lubuerte at this day. 


ENT 


A* apt eB 


e pet ate 
of the (talatourtos gentil- 


Haue 1 5 N 15 no 6 
admiracion/ readde a cextaine 2 
made in Engliſhe / betoꝛe our late ſay 

loꝛde Kinge Henry theight / about 2 pears 
paſt by doctour Tonſtall than biſhop of Dureſ 
me / and ſet farthe in Pꝛinte / bplike for his ow 
ne gloꝛie oꝛ rather purgacion/being ſuſpected 
Cand not without cauſe) to be a fabourer of; 
pꝛetenſed autoꝛitie and antichꝛiſtian power of 


the Biſhop of KomeCwherofhe is bent at this 
dape with ather his complices to ſhewe him ſel 
te / that Sermon notwſtonding / not only to be 

ed Afrendelp favourer / but an open diligent pꝛoc 
tour) and a certaine ozacion alſo wꝛittt᷑ in ati 
ne by doctour Samſon than biſhop af 'Chichel 
tre / and now the doubletacedepicureous bite⸗ PO 
ſhepe of Couentrye and Fichetelde aſwell fo: | 
pꝛofe and aſſertion of the Kiges ſupꝛematie by 
the vndoubted truthe of Goddes vufailig woꝛ 
de / as of the iuſte abrogacion of the ſaid biſhop 
. ofKomes fepned power out of Faglonde; 

By which Sermon and ozacion / J beige indif 
kerently inſtructed in the truthe fo: thoſe day⸗ "0 


( Al. 
5 fr © 
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| OS N 19 | 
es / in ſom poyntes / tan uot choſe but marbaile 


ever holden with the 
— ro they ſaye:and if he were biddẽ / mol 


ſommhat / at this their to ſobapnealteragion of 
mynde and pꝛoc pꝛeſently ſene to al mf- 


nes vnderſtondi Howbeit foraſnurhe as 
D 


—— —— 
Saturne alwaies ymagyning myſchiet / Sam 
ſon ai idle bellied carnall epicure / whiche for 
woꝛ — — kaths 
hare/and runne with the 


de ſaye / Chꝛiſt were an hangmã /g his father a 
thefe . Jcompted not muche vpon them /110; 
thought / that their Sermon and oꝛation pꝛote⸗ 
ded ok any perſuaſion ot conſcience/but to ſer⸗ 
ve the tyme / as the common practice okthat fo⸗ 
xie generation is. 


But now of late / Jchaunced to reade an extel 


lent and aright notable Oꝛacione entitled De 
vera obedientia, made in Fatinc about xx. 

- pearspaſt/by D. Stephan Gardener than biſz 
ſhop of wincheſtre / now loꝛde Chauncellour 
und commõ Cuttethꝛote of Fnglande/touchig 
alwel the Kiges fup:emacie +4 abſolute power 
Cunder God) of the churche of Englande / and 
the neceſſarie divoꝛte Cas he calleth it) of the 


faidKinge Henry theight / from the Muenes 
matherthat now is / together with the laufull 


r Y 


of the tranſlatour, | 
+ chaſte mariage (fo ſo hetermeth p mater) 
had betwene the ſaid King + Muene Anne / Quen 
toconſilte by the vnfailing almightie woꝛde of Anne, 
God? as alſo concerning the falſe feyned auto 
ritie and vſurped power ofthe biſhop. of Rome 
and vnlaufull oz vnadvpſed othes and vowes: 
topned with the Pꝛetate of doughtie doctour 
Bonner /than archediacon of Feiceſtre / gapin Bo 
ge to be a biſhop/as he is nom (by the waye of 
uſurpacion) of Fondon/ fo: the commendacis 
and pꝛaiſe of the ſame Oꝛacion. 
Und foꝛaſmuche as UWincheſtre confeſſeth- in 
the ſame / his longe adviſed deliberaciõ / befoꝛe 
he was perſuadedCby the truthe) of the Kin⸗ fl 
ges fup:emacie: + feing he was the cheat pꝛocu . 
rer and labourer / at that tyme / of the Kinges : 
{aid divoꝛte / and ſeconde mariage : andnow- Diboꝛc 
even he with his blowebolle bocherly bother 
Bonner / turning like wethercockes — ver⸗ 
ſit as p. wide bloweth/doo not oulp goo about 
traiterouſiy to repelle the iuſte / right ſupꝛe⸗ 
me powerd autoꝛitie / incidẽt by goddes owne 
woꝛde and lawe / to the emperiall crowne of 


Englande / abuling & bewitching the Muenes 


aces lenitie and perplexitie / but 
alſo (like ſedicious q moſt antichꝛiſtian angel: 


les of Satan) ta ſet vp their father Antich it uy 


A ij, 


w „The prence. 
of Rome in this realmeagapne:J have thougt 
it good / to turne the ſame Oꝛation and Pꝛefa 
ce in to our vulgare togue / that every true Fn 
gliſhe ſubiette maye plainly beholde / by theſe 

mennes frutes / what they them ſelves are:dif 

ſemblers with Princes / to whom they owe 

their bounden allegeauce , deceavers of God a 

des people the Muenes ſubiectes / faz whom 

Chꝛiſt hathe ſheadde his pꝛetious blood Aubver 

tours of good lawes / confoundours of oꝛdie / 

murtherours of mennes ſoules / enemyes of 
their natyve countrey / ſhameles lyers / biinz 
gers in ofJdolatrie and (uperditiousfalſe faz = 
ged religio/traitours to ; crowne of fnglãde / 
impudent maynteners of filthie whoꝛe dome / 

blaſphemous haters ot chaſte mariage / cove 2 

taus — piurours / defacers 

of the nobilitie / ruttethꝛutes of the comonalties 
fſuppꝛeſſouꝛs af Chꝛiſtes true churche / ſettuurs 

3 vp of Satanes ſpnagogr / merciles pfecutours 

of-Chtiſtes flocke/ ravenyng wolves in ſhepes 

Dolves clothig/mockers of Ch:iſtes gloꝛious Goſpels 

ſeruers af tyme⸗ + very ympes of Antichꝛiſt. 

Now to geve p certaine notes / to beholde that 

ſtowte champion double periurie 

and traiterous villanie the better bp: thou ſhalt 


| EL 7 W 


Inemp⸗ 
G. 


r , . ˙· m 2 . 


the tranllatour. 
at thofe dayes / that the biſhop of Komes autos 
ritie in Englande/ was agait r | 
and now he i to being iti in agapne. 14 
Chan he ſaide/ j kinge was — * 
ofthe churche of Fngtande next vnder Chꝛiſts: N 
now he gothe about to impeche the crowne of 
that ſupremacie. Than he avouched / that the 4 
kinge might not put awaye y ſup:emacie from 5 
him / becauſe it is geuen him of God: now his | 
policie is/to deceave the Muenes highnes ther x1 ſedu 
of / as though it were not geuen of God. cer. 
Than he affirmed that all true ſubiectes were 
dettebounden to defende/maintene @ vpholde/ 
the ſupzeme autoritie of the — ow he 
wolde have al Engliſhe ſubiectes to be foꝛeſwoꝛ 
ne to the crowne / 4 helpe in his father of Rome 
againe. Than he ſaide / that mennes traditios 
were fo: the moſt parte repugnaũt to Goddes 
worde: now he — ſuche kallepopiche tra Tre 
ditiones/garniſhinge them with the name of p ons, 
churche / as thoughfolkes were bounden to cre 
dite and obey them / as muche oꝛ moꝛe than the 
bible Chan! he pꝛated / that in the only ſcriptu 
res was the truthe to be fought foꝛ: — the 
9 muſt be caſt out of the doꝛes / as 


though they were the chief teachers of vntru 
e 


Thanh Fe TY 


ot 


| 


ö 
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Maria⸗ 


age. 


to be cantrarie. Than he confeſled that the ſaid 


Parlia⸗ 


EPV — — 
4 as 


Dudley ſaye / and cauſed Dudley 


ments P2 : 


The 

hidden /8s longe as tebilhap of Rome hab 

here: — he and his felo we ſhaveliges 
the wicked Duke to 
— by his learning and conſcience / that the 
truthe hathe not ben opened /and that 
hathe be devided from the catholike faithe and 
thurche / ſithence that power was aboliſhed, 
Than he affirmed / that the mariage of Kinge 
Henrytheight with the Muenes mother / was 
bnlauful/and therfoze iuſtly divozced/as of nd 
effecte; now he faithe that p ſame mariage was 
lauful by Goddes worde. "Than he affirmed / 
that the mariage of the ſaide Ringe w Muene 
Anne / was a chaſte 4 — by God: 
des woꝛde: now his dedes declare his iudgemẽt 


dinozce and ſeconde mariage were done by the 
bndoubted wozde of God / the cenſures of the 
moſt famous vniverlities ofthe wozlde/the 
t of the churche of Engla 
ofperliament/ wherofhe himſelfe was the p20 
curourin the vniverſities/ and in all poyntes a 


tud 
nde / and by acte 


incipall doer: now he lapeth all the faulte to 
the Archebiſhop of Cantoꝛburie / as though it 
had ben tharchbiſhoppes only dede, Than he 
wꝛote adviſedly of a ſcience, and to be highly 


regarded with the Ringe: aun heigpotaſhe 


re e. Om A... 


of the tranſlatour. 
med to ſayt naye and recante / to pleaſe and 
rule the Quene. Than he bꝛake the Muenes 
headde / in pocuring and affirming her to be 
illegittimate:now he geveth her a plaſtre / with 
his recanting and ſayeng ſhe is legittimate , 
Than he toke him leaſure / a foꝛe he wolde be 
perſuaded; now he runneth poſt haſte in to a 
contrarye Diſſuaſiou. ffrom that tymie y ⸗ 
therto / he confeſleth he hathe done wꝛong in 
theſe caſes /ſcilitet / that he hathe ben a traitour 
a boue theſe xx. peares / and nom he wolde be 


taken foꝛ a true man /repẽting ſcarſexr.dapes/ A trai⸗ | } 


and that moꝛe foꝛ feare 4 ambicious flatterie / tour, 


than foꝛ truthe oꝛ conſcience , 

Theſe trickes and many ſuchelike thou mapeſt 
eaſely eſpie in this Oꝛation andPzeface/ good 
—— / wherbp thou mayeſt beware of theſe in 


yea than / and ſo inipudently / ſo raſhely/ſo per 
e 


iuredly / and ſo ſleigtily recante and ſape 
now, Mherfoꝛe / ik theſe be the fruteg ol ho 
lynes / truthe and conſtauntie Cas it can not be 
. and the ſpeciall pzactices ot theſe woꝛ⸗ 
thy pillers ot the malignaunt madame / the Ba 
bplonicall holy mother churche;whatmape 

truſt to oꝛ loke foꝛ / in their littour eee 
whelpes? Þfgape Gardiner / blowbolle Hons; * 


carnate Devilles V toulde ſo adviſedly ſaye Deuyls |þ 


Weſton blame not dꝛonken doctour 
reſt or the ſaweie warme af 


The $10 

ner / vntruſty Tonſtall and lowbelied Saiſon 
be no moꝛe nymble in toveꝛing their pzactices; 
fo: alt hia 


burned bꝛeche) noꝛ impudent ffeckenham w 
their ſhameles lyeng / rareles prriurie/and blaſ 
hemous iniquitie appeare op#lp to all p woꝛl 
de. Therfoze like as a mi maie knowe by their 


ham p:eſent blafphemous pꝛocedinges /what traite 

. rous heartes / they have covertly bozne all this 

Fo Rin while to Ringe Henrytheight and kinge Edw 

ges. ardethe ſicthe heretofare/f mape the Muenes 
grace and all men beware / haw they credite oz e 
leanetheir conſcience to them hereafter. Pt ſkis 


theſerufflig Rabyes in their Serm6s4 Oꝛatia ft 


ones / ſaide 4 mote p truthe than: why do p 
not abide by it and ſape — ſame (till It they er ir; 
red than: why maye not thei and their ſcholars pe 
erre now? It their moꝛdes and writinges were t 
kalle than / foꝛ al their adviſed deliberati6;whp 
mape not their ſapenges and doinges be as fal Io; 
ſe now / vling poſt haſte and all thꝛough ambitiFo 
on? Jfthe fathers were falſe ſubtill ſh:ewes thiK 
how maye we truſt the — © pea Sir pe 
pe make 5 dog with thiz — contẽt. ple 
Than was than / and now is now: downe with he 


pourballarde/audmplkethe ckuwe. 


of the tranllatour. 

Well anſwered / foꝛ it is not out of memoꝛie/ſẽ 
te dꝛonken burnetailed weſton / was at the toit 
in his Sermones 4 leſſones / vpon hope ofp1ez 
ferrement to the Diwinitie lecture in Dyefo:b/ 
to publiſhe and affirme / ſola fides juſtificat: ſo 
that greatmalice atidevtention aroſe betwetie 


4” 
in 
1 


ſtſhip 
nd bothe ſola and fides mape goo playe them, 
et how fapue Smyth was at ley 
his errour and to enibꝛate and pea 
des tuftificat, his ſolenne pꝛinted recantation 
is pet to ſer. The ſame true doctrine was co 
irmed alſo by. D. Oglethoꝛpe / Namriche / Papit, 
Dꝛaicot / Pole / Burne / and almoſt by all the 
able of them / that now have qupte banyſhed 
othe Solam 4 fidem. It is not long ſence Doc 
our Chadſey ſubſcribed to the Mariage of yet Chad 
es and againſt Tranſubftitiation with a great ſep, 
te moo / which crye out now / Come agayne 
your mother churche and repent vou Sacra⸗ 
nentaries and votaries / as though it were ne⸗ 
er they. As foꝛ Doctom Pnkepotte/ that 
nking tockeſtombe Standiſhe / which ſaithe / 
maried ageinſt his conſcience / it is the leſſe 
wunder/ſeing he is moꝛe fitte to make a riding 
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The pꝛetace / 
fole ot / than a pꝛoctour of the convocation, |; 
| Tonſtall in his written Sermon / chauteth and, 
[1 fumeth agaiſt Kepnolde Pole / reviling him 
[1 calling him the kinges Urchetraitour;but now. 
Itruſt / he ſhalbe / wel come home my loꝛde ca 
dinall / with bleſſinge Godfather, As foꝛ Car 
dinall P 0 / vp wie Touſtalland Gardi 
— the beſt of them / is not wozthie to 
wype his ſhoes/ nether/fo: learning/judgemttſh{ 
noꝛ ſobꝛietie oflife, But whatſhoud pou 
ſpeake of our Twofaced Janus childꝛẽ? Be not, 
fo haſty / Sir. Tempora mutantur, mores dei 
| teriorantur. Et quiveritate dicit, caput frac:; 
4 tum habebit, Theſe be wiſe men / and love to 
flepe in a hole ſkpnne though they both body g 
ſoule goo all to the devil, Thep are ſovaleaiith T 
. theſe. vi. yrares they have gevih , 
place / and came in league with the poꝛe Goſpeſl 
lours/almoſt all the packe of the / like Gnato 
es / with ait, aio, negat, nego. Aud nom whanfg 
they have eſpied wikednes to have the vpper hi 
de / they tan kill the man / whan he is knockedÞe; 
downe to their handes . In dede the holy gooſt 
it reveled ſomwhat of theſe helhoundes holowe 
1 traiterous heartes / to kige Hery theight/ whiſ 
i heleft Wincheſtre in no truſt in his teſtament 
1 no: allowed him to be of counſaile with his ſon 
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bk the tranflatour, 

the vertuous kinge Fdwarde, And coulde the 
Nuenes hig nes p:ovide her never a godlye 
noble oꝛ wozthie man in all Englãde / to be her 

Chauncellour/but him / that in his open di 
tion and writing / hathe made her a baſtarde 
Her vertuous mother an advouteres /e her moſt 
4 opall father an adulterour? and now in publi 
Fepꝛacediges/hathe made her moſt chꝛiſten bꝛo 
her and all his courteof Parliament aſwel no 
"es as comones no better than heretiques ? O 
Hlthie traitour and pernycyoutepapyſt/the ve 
 popſon of Englande thys daye. Df a 
ane /layſye / and lecherouſe locuſte of the bot⸗ 
| onlefle pptte/thou art become an outragiouſe 
inn. And now thou roareſt rageſt /as it ware 
Feat Cerberꝰ of helle. If Mod be not mercpfull 
| ceaſe his plage ouer plade/ thou art lpke to be 
n vtter deſtruction therunto, Who hath ſeane 
e ſtoughtneſſe in a beggars bꝛatte / as is 
Jou in the: Mell / whan her grate ſhall pertea 
that God hathe troubled her minde / tour 
| edher realme pnough with ſuche doublefaced 
ured / and impudent traitours as thys her 
Eetterig Chauncellour is ſhe maye chaunce at 
nghtto cõkeſſe that ſhe hathe made to muche 
aſcabbed cuckowes birde. Js ther non other 
ye to get Goddes favo | 


ur / but hy ſnatching a 
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of the teanlateur. 
Hartedſubiectes in Englande / thinke it were 
moꝛe mete fo: wanton weſts to be put out fo: 
a ſtalafitamonge a race of mares vpũ the moũ⸗ 
vto ſerue the ſtues than to be allowed 


taynes /e 
free acteſſe with ſmirking / and pꝛetie ſpmpzing 
honeſt ladies: moze mete 


chatteamonge 

— his olde packehozſe goodwi . 
fe Huglall in Orefoꝛde at p taile ofa carte / thi Gur fall 
tobe reputed andreverenced / as a mayden pꝛi⸗ 
eſt /in good Quene Maries courte. The God 
— the eie ofher harte to fee the⸗ 
ge kyne mennes krutes in trme⸗ lelt all Englan 
imarte for it, 
Mere it not better to have Goddes: moſtholp 
wvwoꝛde publiſhed to all Engliſh mennes vnder: 
—— comtoꝛte / and his bleſſed Sacra: 
nentes miniſtred as he inſtituted them / thi to Mi 
have apupping popiſhep:ieſt / topattrehene= x picay | 
| ther woteth what noꝛ p peuple that hearr him de. 14 

and to wozſhip a litell pꝛety white toted cake /in 
tedeof God made by miracle? O Sir / what is 
ai that theſe holy helhoundes cannot doo by mi 
12 It is a moꝛe eaſie miracle foꝛ them to ſaye 
hat the foꝛme of bꝛeade is very naturall fleſhe 
"4: 
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1 — blood / than to ſet fire in dede under a { 
tote without cole 02 candle, Well/jbes B. We 
che $fon Chꝛiſtes pzecious deathes ſake gaud on, 


of the tranflatour , 

they be foles ozwiſemen / they are in as muche '* 

awe 02 moze/to one beaſt /wincheſtre, He was A beaſt 

a gentilman / as verp a us traitour * 

as he was: this is / after the olde pzouerbe 7 

Paſſus ſub Pontio as cutted asan ape, if the 

father bea Knaue, howſhoulde theſonne 

eſcapes Hehathe bena wo 2thie ſouldour / and 

a noble captayne / this hatheben a famyſher of 

the Kinges ſouldiours / and alwaies a very co | 

wwharde. He vſed the nobilitie after the fozme A cow 4 

of noble men: this frumpeth them / as if they arde, | q 

"4 were his ſlaves, Herep:efled the rebelles in [', 
Noꝛtolhe: this ſtereth by his dedes / rebellion #7 
throughout Englande. "Ge deſerued thankes fl. 

i fo: that ſeruice doige;This/al Fnglande maye Wh 

| curſe vnto the woꝛldes ende. He ſought to ta = WW 

ke theczowne traiterouſip from the Quene: 

this leketh to pull awaye the autoꝛitie of the A traps} if 

ug crowne fro the Quene 4 her heires for euer. tour, 

In his dayes/men were ſo covetous p they toz 

ke ſome} In this beaſtes dayes they are ſo free 

hearted that they take all. e died like abeaſt/ 

Mas he lyved — 2 this / except he repent / tan 

not ce but goo after, Now Mundus 

gaudebit, we ſhall haue a merp wozlde ; the 

th nater is amended / the devill and all, 

Marvaile not / good reader / that 9 hathe in 


this ſodapne cheoppe/taken awaye the libertie 


tencie and hardeneſſe of Heartes / and geven 


- brig furthe 5; frutes of rept᷑taũce. Seig we wil 


| the which hearti repentaunce / if we wil Jopne 


1 ll A ſcour time conuenient: and though he ſcourge EY 


The P:eface, 


of his moſt pure playne woꝛde / and the right 
adminiſtration of his bleſſed ſacramẽtes from 
the people of Englande / ſepnge our impeniz 


them to an other nation (Scotlade) that will 


nedes be ſwpne / God wolde no lõger beſtowe 
his pearles vpõ vs/but gebe vs leave to be fed 
de w ß draffe of maling maſles/ mumpyg matis 
ape th diriges/ pykepurſe purgatorye/popes 
pdones/latineſeruice/beades belles q baggepi 
— pꝛayẽg to dead Saß tes / licige of relihes / 

ft ſhrifte/ Benedicite godkather / abſolucid be⸗ 
hinde p curtapne/ople q creame wb other ſupltif 
tious baggage / p devill and all: vntill with vn 
feyned penitent heartes / we ſaye with the vn⸗ 
triftie ſonne of the Goſpell ; Fatherl haue ſin 
ned againſt heauẽ, and befor the, now lam 
not worthie to be called thy ſonne, make 
me like one of thy hyred ſeruauntes. onto 


vnfeyned faithe / po wꝛing out our cotinual ec 
neſt pꝛayers / befoꝛe the thꝛone of the heauenly 
grace by Jeſus Chziſt/ we ſhall finde mercie in 


1 


thele vncircũciſed ſouldiours ot Satã fo: at 
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of the franſlatour ; | 
pet Cas Dauid laithe) Mhã he is agrie/he ta 
remẽbꝛe mercie; q reſtoꝛe his bleſſed Goſpel to 
vs againe with habundance of bleſſing/ in race 
we will (like obedift childerne) take his chaſti 
ſing in good pte / a paciftly abyde his leaſure. 
Nowy to thintent thou mayeſt playnly beholde 
and Judge rightly / ot theſe hony mouthed falſe 
feynyng flatteraurs / and auncient enempes of 
Chiites religion the better and moꝛe readily: fflatte⸗ 
note Mincheſtre and Bonner with an indiff 2 rers. 
rent hearte / in their pꝛocedinges and doinges 
at this daye / and marke their ſapenges in this 
Oꝛacion folowinge and Pꝛeface made at that | 
tyme: q thou ſhalte ſone ſee their ſleightie ſhif Shiftes 
oy ot pen Sir / nape Sir / not as truthe / but as l 
uſtyme lerueth. And if it like 745 coferre moo of 
1-theſe pꝛacticioners / bupe Tõſtalles Fngliſhe 
in Sermon / and Samſons Fatine D:acis ; :Thi 
mik y hearte be not endurately locked q caſt vp Cut - 
6 diſcering y truthe/thou wilte thruſt the — thꝛotes. 
to all foure tonctheri in a Tobzidge ſheathe / blel 
neſſe p hencefo:th fro y doublefaced viperous ge 
ar Fares + The £o:de gevep vndſandig in al 
ulpſthiges Nod reader/Finp » feare + love of God 
info lyyeeaftatly in true obdifce/ pacictly abidig 
A godiy wil a alwayes in hi e, 
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Edmonde Bonner Ar- 


rhedeacon of Leiceſtre/the Kinge 
ok Fnglande his moſt excellẽt Maieſties 
Embaſſadour in Denmarke / To 
the ſpncere / gentill hearted 


Oꝛ aſmuche as ther be ſom 

C doubtles ) euen at this pꝛeſent / as it 

the alwaies ben the wont of mennes iudge 
mentes to be variable q diverſe / whiche thike/ 
the controuerſie / that is betweue the Kinge 
of Englande and of ffraunce his moſt Kopall 


Maieſtie/and the Biſhop of Rome / conſiſteth 

in this poĩt / becauſe the Kinges ſaide Maieſtie 
hathe taken the moſt excellent and moſt noble 
Eady Anne, to his wife ; wher as in very dede 
not with ſtonding / the mater is ferre other wi 
te / and nothing ſo. Mherkoꝛe / to thintent all / 
that truly and hertily favour the Goſpell o 
Chꝛiſt (which that moſt godly and moſt vertu 
ous pꝛinte/dothe with all diligent endevour / 
in euery plate aduaũte / to the honourofalmigh - 
tie God / and to the pꝛokite and commaditie ol 
all ch:iſtian people) and that hate not / but lo⸗ 
ve the truthe Cwhiche eueꝛy where / iuſtly cli 


ä 


to the reader . 
meth the vpper hande / and to her / all thinges/ 
though they ſtruggle with her neuer ſo —— 
in the begynnyng / pet obeye and geue plate at Gyue i 
leinght / as mete it is they ſhoulde) — oe place, 
moꝛe fully und:eſtande the chief point of Vit 
trouerſie/2 becauſe they ſhall not be ignorait 
what the hole voice and refolute determinatio 
of the beſt andgreateſt learned biſhopes / with 
allthe nobles and commõs of Fnglande/is not 
only in that cauſe of matrimonie / but allo in p 
defendinge of the Goſpeltes doctrine :this oꝛa 
tion of the biſhoppe of Wincheſtre Ca mã excel Wiche : 
lentlp learned in all kide of learning) entitled tre, 
De vera obedientia, that is / concerning true 
obediente / which he made lately in Englande / 
ſhalbe pubiiſhed;but as touchig this biſhoppes 
woꝛthie pꝛaiſes / ther ſhalbe nothing oben of 
me at this time / not only becauſe thei are infint 
te / but be cauſe they are ferre better knowne 
to all Chꝛiſtendome / than becometh me here 
to make rehearlall. And as foꝛ the ozation De 
it ſelſe which as it is moſt learned / ſo is it moſt 
elegant / to what purpoſe ſhoulde J make any 
woꝛdes of it / ſeĩge it pꝛaiſeth it elfe ynough / 
ente good wyne nedeth no tauerne buſſhe / to 
vttre it , But pet in this oꝛation who ſo 
ever thou arte moſt gentill read: thou ſhalte / 


B iij. 


led ofenemies / ſo it cannot poſſiblie be oppzef 


UAtter that touching theKinges Maieſties tis 
" tle / as perteynyng tothe {upzeme headde 


beſide other maters / ſee it notably q learnedly 
handled/ of what impoztaunce and how invin= 
cible the power and excellencie of Goddes tru⸗ 
the is: which as it mapenowand than be pꝛeſ⸗ 


{ed after ſuche ſoꝛte / but it commeth agayne at 
leynght behinde the ſcriene / moꝛe gloꝛio is and 
moꝛe welcome. Thou ſhalt ſee alſo / touchinge 
obedifce/that it is ſubiecte to truthe / and what 
is to be iudged true obedience, Beſides this / 
of mennes tradicions / which fo: the moſt parte 
are vtterly repugnaunt againſt the truthe of 
Goddes lawe. And ther by the waye / he ſpeaz 
keth of the kinges laid highnefſes mariage / 
inhicy / by the rppe iudgement antozitie-and 
pꝛiuilege of the moſt and pꝛincipall vniuer ⸗ 
lities ot the woꝛlde / and than with the conſent 
of the hole churche of Fnglande / he contracs 
ted with the moſt cleare and moſt noble La⸗ 
dy / Muene Unne , 


the churche of Englande. 
Faſly of all / of the falſe pꝛetenſed ſupzemaz 
cie of the Biſſhop of Rome / in the realme of 
Englande / moſt iuſtly abrogated; and how all 
other biſhoppes / being felowe like to him in 


fo the reader 
their function / yea and in ſom poyntes aboue 
him within their owne P:ovinces/ were befo: 
tyme bounde to him bp their othe. But be 
thou moſt {urelp ded ofthis / good rea⸗ 
der / that p biſhop ol Nome / though ther were 
no cauſe elles but this mariage / will eaſply cũ⸗ 
tent him ſelfe / lly whan ther is one moꝛ⸗ 
ſell oꝛ other layde to him to ſloſſhe. But whan 


he ſeeth ſo mightie a kinge / beinge a right ver⸗ 
tuous anda great learned Pꝛince / ſu ſinterely 


and ſo hartily favour the Golpel of Chꝛiſt / and 
perceaveath the yearely xavenous pꝛaye ( yea 
ſo large a pꝛape / that it came to as muche all 
moſt as all the kinges revenues) ſnapped out 
efhishandes/ and that he toulde no longer ex⸗ 
ercile his tyrannye in the Kinges Maieſties re 
alme ( alas it hathe ben to — and bitter all 
this while )noꝛ make Wee he hathe done 
many / to the contumely and repꝛoche of the 
Maieſtie of God / _— is evident that he haz 
the done in tymes paſt/ vnder the titleoftheca 
tholike churche/3the autoꝛitie of p apoſtles Pe 
tre & Panle (whan nottſtõding he was a very 
_ wolfe dꝛeſled in ſhepes clothig / callig 
hiſelfe ſeruaũt of ſeruaiites ) to p great dima 
geof the chꝛiſten comon wealthe: A man maye 
laie/ ther begõne p mpſchief; there ok roſe thele 
5 iis 
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Bonner/ 41 
diſcozdes/theſe deadly malices / 4ſo great trou 
lf blous buſtling, - Foz if it were not thus / 
upiter no man coulde beleve / that this Jupiter ot 
|} Olympus / which hathe fallelp taken vpon him 
power wherin is moꝛe bꝛagge than hurte / wol⸗ 
de have done his beſt / p this good / and godly / 
c right goſpellike Pꝛinte ſhoulde be falſelp bez 
| trnyed to all the reſt of Mouarches and Pꝛin⸗ 
ces. Mether let it move the / gentyll reader / 
; that the biſhop of wincheſtre / did not a foze 
6 now applye to this opinion / fo: he him ſelfe 
i} in this oꝛation ſheweth the cauſe / why he did 
1 | |Gna- it not. And ik he had ſaide neuer a woꝛde / 
; h '* petthow knoweſt well / what a wittye parte 
107 itis/fozamantoſuſpende higiudgement/ and 
| not be to raſhe in geving of ſentence, © 
It is an olde ſaide ſawe: Marie Magdalene 
ꝓkited vs leſſe in her quycke belefe that Chꝛiſt 
was rilen / than Thomas that was longer in 
doubt. A man mape rightly call him ffabius/ 
1M that wity his advyſed taking of leaſure / reſto⸗ 
it 2edthe mater, Albeit Jſpeake not 25 
[| though Wincheſtre had not boulted out this ca 
"ll ſe ſecret'p with him ſelfe befoze hande ( foꝛ he 
boul: boulted it even to the bꝛanne lõge a goo / out ok 
I . doubte) but that rũnyng faire a ſoftly / he wol 
I'll de furſt with his paynefull ſtudie / plucke the 
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to the reader. 
mater out of the darke / although ok it ſelfe it 
was ſounde ynough / but by reaſon of ſondꝛy o⸗ 
piniones/it was lapped vp and made darke /E 
than did he debate it wittyly to and fro / and ſo 
at laſt Catter long and great deliberatiou had in 
the mater) becauſe ther! is no better coũſailour Coiiſel| 
than leaſure and tyme / he wolde reſolutely w lour. 
his learned and — — confir⸗ 
me it. Thou chouldeſt / gentill reader / eſte⸗ Fl 
me his cenſure and authoꝛitie to be ofthe moze | 
weightye tredẽte / in aſmuche as the mater was 
not raſhely / and at all advt̃tures / but with ind- 
gement Cas thou ſeeſt) and with wiſedome ex⸗ 
umined and diſcuſſed, And this is no newe 
xample/tobe agaift the biſſhop of Rome /ſeig 
that not only this man / but many men many ty 
es / yea q right great learned iiten / afoꝛe now 
jave done the lame / even iu writinges / wherin 
ey bothe paynted him out in his colours / and 
ade his lleightes / falſehead / frandes/and de⸗ 
eiptfull wyles / openly knowne to the world. 
Ther foze if thou at any tyme heretofoꝛe have 
doubted either ot true obedifce7 oꝛ ot þ kinges 
, ["aieſties mariage/ 02 title/either elles of p B. Marpa 
pf Romes falſe pꝛetenſed ſupꝛemacie / asiftho ge. 
padeſt a good ſmelling noſe / and a ſaunde iudge 
nent / J thinke thon diddeſt not / pet having 


; 
| 


mY 


Bonner 
readde ouer this oꝛaciũ C which if thou fauone 
the truthe / and hate the tyrannpe of the biſhop 
8 of Rome and his develithe kaudulent falſehead 


ſhall doubtles wondꝛefully content the) thꝛo 


we downe thyne errour / and acknowlage the 
17 truthe now frelp offred the at lepnght / conſi 4 


Dang chan thy ſelte / that it is better late to doe 
[+> than never to repent. Fare thou 
108 


als well / moſt gentill reader / and not onlz 

Lade this moſt valaynt Ringe of Fugiands 

audof ffraunce / who vndoubtedly was by 
the pzouidence of God / bozne to defende 

the Goſpell / but alſo honour him / 

and ſerve him moſt obediently: 

As koz this wicheſtre/ who 

NY was longe agoo with⸗ 

N - out doubte reputed 1 
among the 0 


grea- 4", 
e him thy good s 
wer inſt eee cImendacions', 


Truly ſaive ofg falſe double facedtraitour, F 


5 : 
An oꝛatiõ / madein 14 


tyne by the ryght reuerẽde kather 
in God / Stephan / byſhop of wincheſtre / 
now loꝛde chaũchelour of Englãde / tou 
chinge true obediente / and now trãl 
lated in to Engliſhe etc , 


0 S S J colidered and ſecre⸗ 
| N tely waiedw my ſelf yᷣpꝛeſent ſtate 
/ 5 — x) of — in ỹ churche of Englande 
1 = wherin / whã Jſawe p very many 
TS thiges, w (whether it were loge of 
nf oꝛ ot times) haue bene of lõge ſeaſon cofu 7 
ly iõbled together ſomthiges blemiſhed/e ſom 1 
higes decaped/+ almoſt turned quite vp ſide do 1 
vne / were by p pfite lyne e plũmet of Goddes 
5 02de/called agai/ lapde a newe /e reſtored vn. - 
5 p aũciẽt foudacios of Goddes wozke; and ea 
ne in to mp mindeCeve rw a certar reueretadmf, * | 
acid) the invincible power q excellẽcie of god⁊ 
es vntailig truthe / w C albeit it ſemeth now x 
ha vnto mãnes ꝓſuaſiũ to ſuſteine by ſoꝛe æ lõ 
e endurĩg ouerthꝛowes) yet it remaineth euer 
oole/coſtant + cettapᷣ:æ though it be darkened 
7 mẽnes leighty iugglinges / « contrefait craf 
5/as it were wcertapn myſtes foꝛ a while yet 
t the tyme of God appoynted / it burſteth out 
Jayne and ſheweth it ſelfe W like the 


S 


P 


De vera obedientia. 
" palm , fonne / whan darkenes is banniſhed and cha = 
1 j. ted awaye: p God may be founde Juſte in hy 
ſaienges / and haue the victozie whan he is 
| Wichez Judged. 
kre ze⸗ And Jdoubtnot/but many bothe learned /gra 


ö 


14 
+ Tous in pe / and right good men were in the ſelfe ſame / 
{ Þ defele © oꝛ not muche vnlike thought that J was in: +; 
1 en the la wher they haue ben tangled with a certain fo z 
we and iche and cankred vile ſuperſticion / and haue] 
| lettre, wꝛaſtled againſt the truthe / of a longe time / 5 
il this adviſed ronſideracion hathe pulled wor 
[| Mhan all their ſcrupulous doubtes/and by the wo: 2|, 
you we: kinge of Goddes grace / hathe conveyed and}, 
l re ſo lõg bꝛought the in to the light of the true veritie + 
in retea And to confeſſe plapnlp of mp ſelfe / wher J. 
1 uing the mas a very earneſt ſetter furthe and defendoury, 
truthe / of the lawe and of the lettre / as J mayeſ o ſap], 
| what and wher Jcoulde doo nothing with a wozſt 
| | cauſeth will noz moꝛe againſt my mynde / than ta ſhzinf, 
| ö you he from any thinge that Jhad ben befoze per zy 
now/ af ſuaded in / what lo ever it were: the further 
| ter ſo that my Judgement ſwarved from the truth 
long ty⸗ in that! behalte / lo muche the moꝛe vehement zn 
me ſo : lye 3 eagrelie me thought was aſtanied / whit 
daily to Jknewe p truthe: even as a mannes eies bei 5 
bse dulled w — /are wot to be amaſed at ſo 


[i frũ it. dayne bꝛightenes / wh p light beaketh out. fe 


doom — r 


De vera obedientia, 
| fe: Jhadnot the gift / that Paule vadoubted 
iy had/who/as ſone as God had ouer th:zowne Act, ix, 

him / ell downe/ and ſpake the woꝛdes of obe⸗ 
diece /ſapeng/ Lorde, what wilte thou haue 
me to doo? fo: that choſen vellell had ſo 
muche pleyntye of the grace of God /that he co 
| teſled by and by / it was the voice of God / that 
checked him / and called him krom his errour / 
and ſo commytted him ſelfe hoollp to the go⸗ 
vernaunce of God / and obeyde him in all tru⸗ 
che / and did after him in all poyntes without 
any moꝛe adoo , But as foꝛ me Calbeyt 
my Judgemet hathe bene alwape/ that the tru 
the ought to be obeyde / which doubtles dothe 
tome all together of God) pet in the diſcuſſing 
and triall of the truthe/J did not ſo eaſelp con⸗ 16 
tent my ſelfe. But J ſo framed my ſelke /p /as it Miche 
had bẽ in aſkinge the Judgemẽt ot al my ſenſes gre cir⸗ 
fonles Jperceaved / p J turſtot᷑ all heardethem cũtpecte 
Jrompne eares/ſmelled them at my noſe ſawe/ in trygg 
Ithem rb mp eyes / and felte them with my han the tru⸗ 
Jes / Jthought J had not ſene pnough : tothe the tha, 
intent J might ſubmpt and captiuate the wytte 
Not mp vnderſtondinge to the truthe / as though 

had thꝛoughly pezceaved and knowne it. 
This mp leaſure taking / which ſome perchaũ 
te recken foꝛ a to muche obſtinate rebelling / 


| De vera obedientia. 
my mßdt is not to aſcribe vnto mpn owne wife 
dome oꝛ grauitie / leſt any man wolde thinke / 
J were fayne Cas they ſaye) to pꝛaiſe my ſelfe/ 
foꝛ lacke of good neighbours: But J doo moſt 
coſtauntly affirme and impute it ( as right is) 
; vnto the ſondꝛy woꝛking of God /in ſettig fuꝛ⸗ 
ö the the truthe / or whom / all men / whan they 
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are taught which be taught in dede / accoꝛding 

Joi, ix. to this layeng. And ye ſhalbe all taught 

| of God: as euery one ſhall fele him felfe affec 
ted in afſenting vnto the truthe/ ſo mape he tal 
ke and make playne mencion , But as fo: the 
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1M rauſes / whye this man emb2aceth the knowle 
4 ge of the truthe whan God offreth it / moꝛe ſpe 
dilp/that man moꝛe ſlowly / and an other man 
| neuer in all his life / it is nether geuen to men 
Not to alwayes to perceave/ no: pꝛemitted to ſearche 
be lear : out /farther than is expꝛeſſed in ſcriptures, 
ched fur So that myne intent is not / peꝛſently to rẽdꝛe 
J [\ ther tha the cauſe of mp flackenes/ oz to clapme that ad 
is expreſ yiſed leaſure taking / as a pꝛopꝛe inwarde gifte 


in 


| ledin ofmyne owne / which were not only a token of 
criptu⸗ foliſhnes with m# / but alſo a very myckednes 
res. | towardes God: but J wolde rather yelde attũ 
pte to the woꝛlde / what it was / that chaunged 

4 myne opinion ſo muche / and what cauſed me 
now at leyngh / to dillent from my ſelfe / and 
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De vera obedientia, 
from myne owne foꝛmer woꝛdes and dedes, 
And in dede (to tell you at a worde) that 
compelled me / that compelled all men /whan 


God ſeeth his tyme / euen the myghtye power | 
of the truthe / wherunto all thinges at leyngh Truthe 
obeye and doo ther after. —cspõpelled 
Nou J deſire and hartely pꝛaye the / gentill rea winches! 
der / to beare frendly with me / in {peaking of ſtre to | 
true obedience / and ſuche thinges / as foꝛ thy foꝛſake 
ſake / the rules either of Kheto:ike oꝛ Fogike / his far 
require ofa miiter p is / Jſhoulde/at p begin of Ro. 
nyng / geue the occaſion either ta be lovingly nay for 
bent /oꝛ kytte to be inſtructe / 02 elles to be attẽ ſothe a 
tyve / as yet J have nothing done / pet geve fatte bir 
the to me agayne / as if thou haddeſt receaved ſhopꝛickk 
thẽ / and forgeve me thẽ / as though thou were but yet 
perfitly paped of them in dede , he loued 
Foz ſeinge Jperceave that J have obeyed tru⸗ hi neuer 
ly / in acknowlageinge the truthe / Jcan not p woꝛſe 
choſe / but ſet furthe ſomthinge openly / tou - in his 
ching tzue obedience / and though J am not harte: 
hable to ſpeake of it / acroꝛding to the moꝛthy 


nes of the thinge / yet mpne endeavour ſhal 


be to ſpeake it openly /and open it plainly , 


ind to come ſpedely to my purpoſe; J thin = 
ke / that to obeye truly / is nothing elles / but 
to obep vnto the truthe. 7 
Eee at | { , 
. | 7 
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nn De vera obedientia. 
77? Truthe And God is p truthe C as ſcripture recoadeth? 
to be / wher inhe geveth his chieflighte vnto vs / le 
ſought muche / that who ſo euer ſeketh it in any other 
only in place /andgoth about to fette it out of mennes 
ſcriptu⸗ puddles and quallmpres / and not out of the 
res. moſt pure and cleare fountapne it ſelfe / they 
149 dꝛawe g bꝛinge vp now and than / J wote not 
what / ko wle and myrye geare / vneffectual and 
to no purpole / for the quenching of mennes 
thirſtie deſires / which perteigneth all togethe 
pꝛopꝛely vnto the truthe it ſelfe, Foz it is 
only he / that geveth vs the holſom water of th! 
truthe / wherot / he that dꝛinketh / in obeyeng 
the faithe which Jeſus Chꝛiſt hathe publiſhed 
he ſhall alſo bꝛinge furthe the frute of true oF 
bedience / ſo that he ſhall neuer be thirſtyve. 
ffoꝛ albeit God in the olde lawe / whan he had 
determined in ſlaine ſacrifices and offringes /} 
to ſhaddowe and ſignifie/his owne ſpncere and 
pure ſervice and honour ( which the true wur 
ſhippers ſhould doo now in ſpizite and truthe) / 
and fo: that cauſe gave ſtrait commauudemẽt 
p thoſe Caine ſacrifices and oblaciones ſhouldeſ 
be had in highe honour and devocio/ to ſhewe / 
how muche moꝛe dearely he eſtemed obediece / 
he hathe manifeſtly declared in many places of a 
theſcriptures/p he ſetteth moꝛe by obedience/ f 


De vera obedientia. 
an by all oblaciones 4 ſacrifices, ffoꝛ ſo ſpea f. 
keth Samuel out of the ſpirite of God / onto Regu 
Saul: Wolde the Lorde haue offrynges id y 
81 ſacrifices C ſapthe he) and not rather that 
the Lordes worde ſhoulde be obeyed ? | 
Obedience is better, than burnt offrynges, 
and to take heade,is more, than to offre the 
fatte oframmes, Moſes alſo in Deuterono: Deu, xi 
mio, commending obedience vnto the people / 
ſapthe: Fo (ſapth Moſes) I ſet before your 
gl faces this daye, bleſsinge and curſinge. 
Bleſsinge, if ye obey vnto the commaunde 
mentes of the Lorde your God, which 1 c6 
maunde this daye: and cnrſinge, if ye doo Rom j. 
not obey. Ok this true obedience Saint ffaithe 
Paule maketh mẽcion / in theſe woꝛdes wꝛitig requi⸗ 
to the Romaines / where he laithe / he receaued reth obe 
grace and apoſtleſhip / * fapthe might be o⸗ dience. 
id bepde amonge all people,etc, Foz faythe re: Than a 
-[qupreth obedience / that is that we acknowla⸗ trne 
I geinge the will of Godin Chꝛiſt / which is the faith 
. woꝛde of the father / z beinge made partakers maketh 
ed of the grace of god/by his merite/ſhoulde alſo, no reco 
though the ſame Chziſt our lozde/bothebele= npg of 
ue in obeyeng / and obeye in 4 his ows 
Hund who ſo euer putteth his perfite belefe and ne wo 
1 in God / loketh foꝛ rewarde at his only ha kes. 


* 
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De vera obedientia. 
des / and without God compteth not bpon his 
owne wozkes / and dedes / but popnteth them 
their limites / ſo that he rendꝛeth them vnto 
God / as though they were done of od / from 
whom al good thinges procede / and acknow⸗ 
lageth God to be the only begynnyng and 5 
nyſſhing of all goodnes: that man is doub 
he / that mape be ſayde⸗ to obeye truly / that 
is to ſape / in folowing the truthe / and . tru 
thes ſake in contemnyng all thinges / that this 
deceaveable woꝛlde / is wont bothe to make 
ſhewe of / and to tnagnifie , 
And to thintent mankinde ſhoulde clearely and 
playnly / not only with eares / but alſo with 
ties / vnderſtande and ſee this truthe of obedi 
ence / that is to ſaye / to thintent as many as 
are childꝛen / ſhoulde be dꝛawne / bothe ont⸗ 
_ | wardelp / and inwaꝛdelp / of the heavenly faz 
ther / to atteyne that truthe: the woꝛde Je 
ſus Chꝛiſt) pꝛoceded from the father in to the 
virgine / and taking vpon him a very true and 
11 a moꝛtall body / became fleſhe / and the ver) 
F. dan. j. ſame / bothe God and man dwelt among vs 
No man ſhewing his gloꝛie in ſignes à power as the 
hathe ſez gloꝛie of the only begotten ſon of the father 
ne God / and tolde vs playnlye of God / whom no man 
at any 'f hathe ſene at any time / and went befoze / 


De vera obedientia , 

fhewed vs the true wapes of obedience / that 
ſpke as bp the diſobedience ofone man / many 
became ſynners / ſo by the obedience of one / 
many ſhoulde be made righteous / and that / 
deathe C wo the ſynne of diſobedience bꝛought 
in) beynge ouercome / men ſhoulde truly lyve 
in dede / in Chaiſt / hy vertue of obedience, 
ffoꝛ to beleve ſurely in God / and to cleave con 
ſtauntely vnto him / which the ſcripture calleth 
a righteous mannes lyfe / is doubtles to obey 
ef him / and in exerciſing obedience / to chaſten the 

body / to bꝛing the fleſhe in to ſeruitute /to ſub⸗ 
dÞ due the kingdome of ſynne / as muche as lyeth 
hin vs: to depende of God / to make our mem⸗ 
dif bꝛes ſervautes of righteouſnes / to ſet light by 
sour owne commoditie / and foꝛ Boddes ſake / 
to care foꝛ other mennes / to truſt that God hi Matth. 
Ake wil be our rewarde / and without od / xxij. 
oꝛ beſides God / to compte nothing pleaſaunt ro. xx. 
oꝛ delectable. 
This is to love the oꝛde / with all our hearte / 
which is a gelous God / that can not awaye 
vith any man / that ſerveth euery maiſter / 
eſut he requireth to have the man all holle to 
him ſelfe / and not tobe hewen in peces / to 
anflerve two diverſe maiſtres commaundemen⸗ 
s / but he will be only wozthipped / and 
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Be vera obedientia. 
” Goddes he wilbe only ſerved of them that be his. 
, Lecret This ſecret will of God / being C bp his vnſeat 
Y || | willre 2 cheabledeviſe)hidd? from —— 
þ ueled in now in the endeofthe woꝛld/reveled vnto vs 
Chu. by our Chꝛiſt / the ſlayne ſacritite and raũſom 
1 N ok mankynde / who in appeaceing the moſt iu 
ſtly deſerved wꝛathe of God / hathe declared 
the holſom doctrine ok obediente in his dedes 
and hathe ſuffred foꝛ vs Aeaving vs an enſam 
ple /i we ſhoulde folowe his foteſteppes / Wi 
we will conſidꝛe / we ſhall playnly fynde / that 
to be true obedience / which Call other mater 
ſet aparte) executeth and pzacticeth the will o 
God / expꝛeſt to mankpde in the woꝛde / whict 
is Ch: / and being ſtered vp of god / aſcribeth 
alſo the effecte ende vnto god / which gevet! 
the gifte/bothe to wil and to wozke/accozding 
to his owne good will. Therfoꝛe whan Ch 
tes mother troubled him / as he was teaching} 
in the temple / and occupied in the office of 
obedience} Doeſt thou not knowe, quod he 
that I muſt nedes be about my fathers buſy, 
nes © tu ſhewe manefeſtly/ that eve the affecc | 
on ofnature/ought to obey the will of God / 
that nothing oughtto be done / befoꝛe the cor 
manndement of God/bp obedience, As the, 
ther commaunded me (ſaithe he) ſol dot 


De vera obedientia. 

And in an other place / I am not ſent, but vn: aba 

to the loſt ſ wi of the houſe of Iſrael:ſhe⸗ 

uf wing therby / p nothing ought to be deſired / þ 

"9 ſhoulde blemyſhe the office of true obedience, 

Mhan the — of Chiiſtes paſſion dꝛewe ne 

re /and whan he had made that foꝛme of pꝛay⸗ = 
er / that ſhoulde be moſt cõvenient fo: our wean 

ke frapltie / at the peril of deathe / Fatlier, if it # 

be voſcible, let this cuppe paſſe from me: 

he added ſtraightwayes (to declare the bictoꝛy Matths 

ok obediente / moꝛe playnly) Not as I will, but xxvj, ®K 

as thou wilte, Which his fathers commaunde 

ments / God the ſonne obeyed to the vttermoſt 

in the myſterie of our redempcion / to ſhewe vs 

how we ſhoulde obeye / and becauſe Cas the ol⸗ 

de ſayde ſawe is) we ſhoulde not ſpill the wine 

| with! powꝛing in water / and loſe all the frute 
of obedience /he hathe alſo with his owne moſt 

n true and moſt certayne woꝛdes / taught vs in 
Nan other plate Cand perfourmed the ſame alſo 

in his dedes) that he ſought not his owne glo 

rie / thꝛough his obedience / but his fathers, I 

(ſaithe he) ſeke not myne owne glorie, but 

amy fathers. If I (ſaythe he) glorifie my ſelfe Joan, 

N my glory is nothing. And in an other place / viij. 

he geveth vs moꝛe plapne warning of this /ſay 
us effeny/Let your light (ſaythe he) 2 ſhinebez 
is 


| 


De vera obedientia. 

Hat. b. fore men, that they may glorifie your fas 
ther, which is in heauen - Þf we truſt vpon 
commendacion 02 vayne gloꝛie at mennes han⸗ 

x Take des / we lale our rewarde / and ſhall appeare 
Hede of one daye befoze the pꝛeſence of almightie God / 
I be ty- with emptie vellelles like the foliſhe virgines / 
me ther and ſhall ſuffre a moſt grevous pull of the 
koꝛe. ſpouſe at his comming, @Therfoze let not thy 
4: Mat. left handeknowe what thy right hande dothe: 
0 ; 5. left ag mater is vugayne / and wicked what 
Mat. vj ſoo * p:ocedeth ofthe fleſhe. Doo not ther 
| 2 efile foꝛe defyle no2z marre Goddes maters with 
not god mannes deviſes / but obeye ſecretly from the 
des ma: fleſhe / and God ſhall rewarde the in ſecrete, 
ters w And here vnto J ſuppoſe it maye be applyed / 
I deup: that. S. Paule waitteth / ſayeng: Not he 
kes of that is a lewe openly, is a lewe: nether is the 
i bi men. circunciſion of the fleſhe, that is done o⸗ 
14 penly, circunciſion, but he that is a lewe ſe 
1 Rom. ij. cretly, is aright lewe; and the circunciſion 
of the hearte, is the circunciſion, that co 
It ſiſteth in the ſpirite, and not in the lettre 
whoſe praiſe is not of men but of God. 


VUeket the loꝛde therfoꝛe be bothe our parte / and 


1 | Pſalm, the hole umme of our enheritaunce / wh 


xuj. only ſhall reſtoꝛe a ſure enheritaunte vnto vs 
that is to ſaye / let vs obep God foꝛ Goddei 
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De vera obedientia. 
fake / which only is true obediente: which re⸗ 
turneth thider / whence it came / and wher it 
pꝛoceded ok truthe / it gothe in to truthe / and is 
tonteyned of all one beginnyng and endinge. 
By this maner of oꝛdꝛe / it ſemeth that Saint 
aule ſet furthe the rule of obedience / whan Col. ij 

e badde ſervauntes / be obedient vnto their 
maiſtres fo: Goddes ſake / declaring plapnlpe/ 
that God is the authoꝛ and rewarder of that 
iuſte obedient ſeruice / that ſeruauntes doo vn⸗ 
to their bodilp maiſters: ſo that what ſo euer 
(hall certainly appeare to be done in his name / 
we maye not daubte / but he will accepte and 
take it in good parte. And accoꝛding therto / 
it appeareth to be witten in the Goſpell: 
Bleſſhed ſhall you be, whan men hate you, 
and perſecute you etc. For the ſonne of Mat. vi 
mannes ſake, reioyce and be gladde, for 
your rewarde is great in heauen. Fo: ik we 
ſuffre buffettig iuſtly foꝛ our faultes Cas. S. 
Petre ſaithe ) what gramercie is it to vs? 
ffoꝛp is exhibited vntop lawes q not unto god / 
even as that is not woꝛthy of anp rewarde at 
Goddes hãde / how godly ſo ever it ſeme in out⸗ 
warde appearaũte /p hunteth after any earthy 
mater / gloꝛie / oꝛ eſtimacio ot mũ / W is p ꝓpꝛe⸗ 
ie of hypocrites/vnto whõ p layeng of God is 
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Dd vera obedientia. 
mfcioned; Thou haſte rceaued thy rewarde. 
15 ffoꝛ ſo ſhall the man be curſed / that dbeyeth not 
Wi The cur. God/ hogs happeneth two maner of wayes / 
| 1 of god either whan we put the commaundementes of 
wo ma God in pꝛactyce in outwarde ſhewe befoze int / 
(| l. ter of oꝛ elles fo: ambicious vapne gloꝛye / oꝛ vaunta 
ares. ge ſake / wherof J have ſpoken ſomthing all⸗ 
ready befoze, As fo: the finall iudgement 
ok this mater / God hathe particularly reſerued 
it vnto him ſelfe / to be pzonounced at the dape 
ok his iuſte iudgement / nioſt _ 10 hibis 
ting vs / that we pꝛonounte not raſhely ot any 
mannes hearte in that behalfe/yea/thoub 
doo al together as evil/as we have done in this 
SVoddes kynde of ſynne / as he hathe not pꝛohibited men 
man to talke of all thinges / oꝛ in that / that men are 
ement permitted to indge ot / whan we cloke true obe 
dot to be diente with countrefait obedience / andneclecz 
74 Tocked ting that / that God commnaundeth we pzovide 
$7 þ men= vs other ware to kepe vs occupied withall /tur⸗ 
| 1 8. nyng the deafe eare to that moſt ſoꝛe ſentfce of 
* xv Goddes truthe: In vayne doo you worſhip 
me, in the commaundementes and dodtri⸗ 
nes of men „ſeyng you haue broken my 
ene for your owne tradicion. 
nd to the intent we doo not ſoo / we ought 
furſt of all to take hede / that we kepe ſurely 
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De vera obedientia. | 
that marke / which is certai and is ſigned with 
the fpngre of God / wherby we may make a di⸗ 
ſtinctiõ betwene Goddes cauſes and mannes / 
that they be not ſhuffled together. ffurſt of all 
Ag recken vpon this foꝛ a certapntie / 
at the talke of God / contepned in the holy 
ſcriptures/by the declaracion of the holy gooſt / 

doth repoꝛte vnto vs the moſt certapn true woꝛ 
de of God / that we maye therby vnderſtande 
learne his will / and the certapntie of his com⸗ 
maundementes and doctrine / to the intent / beĩ 
ge inſtructe that waye of commaundementes / 
we may goo ſtraight to p coũtrey euerlaſting. 
Than Sir / what is commaunded in thẽ? Man 
thinges are tommaũded in them ſurely: wher⸗ 
ok ſom thinges in the olde teſtamẽt were chiefly 
ſpoken / not to iuſtifie the ſoule inwardely/but 
foꝛ the keping of the people in oꝛdꝛe / which in 
this newe people regenerate in Chꝛiſt / are va 
nyſhed awape euen as it were by the light of 
truthe ſucce dinge darkenes / which it were ſu⸗ 
perfluous / aud not to the purpoſe / to treate 
ok at this pꝛeſent / foꝛſomuche as myne intent 
is to ſpeake only of thoſe pꝛereptes / which 
God determined to ſignifie / not vnto ane only 
ſoꝛte of people / but by one fo:te of people / 
onto all nationes / wherof not ſo muche as 


GUT &@ % an > 7 


— — — 


De vera obedientia. | 
one lote oꝛ one title coulde be pzetermitted, 
And theſe / ot ſom men are called / moꝛ all pzeces 
ptes / which / foꝛaſmuche as they perteigne alſo 
to holynes and chaſtitie of life and maners / thei 
are denied to abide ſtill perfitily in their full 
ſtreynght + vertue. And ther of we mape be per 
ſuaded / as well by many other places / as naz 
mely by this place of the goſpell / wher Chꝛiſt 
teaching the people / pꝛonounteth ſo playnly / 
we ſhall not entre in to the kingdome of heaz 

c / onles our righteouſnes excede the righteou 
ines of the ſcribes and Phariſees, Jn which 
{apeng/albeit Chꝛiſt did not altogether allowe 
the righteouſnes of the Phariſees / becauſe it 
was only a humayne and a carnall righteouſz 
nes / that is to ſape / it conſiſteth in outwarde 
hypocriſpe of dedes / and ſpꝛong not out of 
that fountapne of the ſpirite / whom the only 
graceof God ( in the ſame Chaiſtes merites JÞ} 
cauſeth to ſpowte water: pet by this con |}, 
kerence/ we take it / that he ſhewed and admo 2} , 
nilhed vs / the pure behaueour / which the la- 
we required in the Scribes and Phariſees | , 
and not to remitte noz to ſet it at lybertie by 
l 

t 

£ 


the doctrine of the Goſpell / but by that ſig; 
nificacion of wozdes / to enlarge the limiteg 


of holynes and chaſtitie / and to require 
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the encreace and gooing fo:ewarde ther of / in 
this newe lawe ofthe Goſpel, ffoꝛ the libertie 
which is geuen vato vs by the Goſpel / andis 

thought tohaue abꝛogated Moſes lawe / per = 
teinethnot to that intẽt / p we may foꝛgete the 
moꝛall pꝛeceptes and haunt a light diſſolute / & 
filthie maner of life / but p we ſhoulde be free 
from ſynne / + become the ſervaũtes of righte⸗ 
ouſenes / and that / loke what the will of od / 
teacheth vs in the ſcriptures / to tẽde vnto god⸗ 
lynes/we ſhoulde haute p / and embꝛate that / 
acco2dig to goddes cõmaundeimt̃t / ſo as the ſta 
te of our obedience maye be coſtauntly certayn 
ofthe which mo: all pꝛeceptes in the olde lawe / 
to ſpeake ot ſom ( foꝛ mp purpoſe is not to maz 
ke pꝛeſent reherſal particularly of the all) the 
Feuiticalle pꝛeceptes / touching fozbidde x in⸗ 
ceſteous mariages / as ferre as thei cocerne cha 
ſte and pure wedlocke / wher in the hole cuſtoz 
me ot mannes life is conteyned / and the oꝛigi⸗ 
nal fonntapne of the encreace of people conſi⸗ 
ſeth / are alwapes reputed to be ſuche ſozte / 
that being in dede geuen furſt to the Jewes/ 

C becauſe they ſhoulde be declared to advaun⸗ 
ce the Faw of nature) they ſhoulde pertepne 
to all maner of people in the hole woꝛlde fo: cz 
. uermo2e, Wher in doubtles / bothe 
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4 De vera obedientia. 
The kin the voice ok nature and the commaundemend 


es ma: of God/have forbidden / what ſo euer is tũtra 
ige rb rie to the condition of them bothe. 


ady An And amoge theſe /ſeing/ther is a tõ maun 


ie chaſ- dement that a man ſhall not mary his bꝛothers 
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t and wife / what ought oꝛ coulde the king of Engl 
awful / de his moſt excellẽt Maieſtie haue done / other 
ou ſap / wiſe than. (). by the hole cõſent of p people /g 
ind he judgement ot his churche / he hath do ne? that 


oulde is / that he ſhoulde be dyvoꝛced from vnlawful 


not by mariage / and vſe laufull and permitted copula 

oddes tion: and obepeng (as miete it was) cũõfoꝛmaa 
law ha: blye vnto the commaundement / he ſhoulde caſt 
ue the la ot her / whom nether lawe noꝛ right permitted 
dy Ka - him to retayne / and take him to chaſte and lau 


7 therine, fullmariage, Wherin /. C. for afmuche as the 
. Thã judgement ofgoddes wozde might haue ſuffi⸗ 


[ { Þ. biſh , ſed / wher vnto all me ought to obeye without 
ot Can= ſtopping oꝛ ſtapeng / pet the kinges moſt royal 


toꝛbury Maieſtie was content to have the aſſiſting con] 
was ſentes ot men ok notable gravitie / and the cen⸗ 
not all p ſures ofthe moſt famous ,D.vniuerſities of p 
doer / world. And all to the intent / that men ſhoul / ' 


| but 5 de thinke /he did/that he bothe mightdoo/and}? 
church ought to doo vprightely wel / ſeing 5 beſt learf ! 
e perlia ned and woꝛthy good men haue ſubſcribed/ vn]! 


ment. to it: and that he ſhewed luch obeditce in ſo da⸗ b 
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=" De vera obedientia. 
je Hzices And in that place he hathe ſet pzinces / whom / 
epzelet as repꝛeſentours of his Image vnto men / he 
a Soddes wolde haue to be reputed in the ſupꝛeme / and 
Image / moſt highe / rowme / and to excelle amonge all 
2 0 excell other humapne creatures / as Saint Petre wꝛi 
Me mr. teth:and that y ſame pꝛinces reigne by his au⸗ 
1005 Pet. ij toꝛitie / as the holy Pꝛouerbes make repoꝛte 
By me ( ſaythe God) Ringes reigne / in ſo mu 
che / that after Paules ſayeng / who ſo ever re⸗ 
ſiſteth power / reſiſteth the ozdinance of God , 
Ulhich Paule openyng that playnly vnto Ti ⸗ 
tus / which he ſpeaketh here generallye / com 
tm iunded him / to warne al men / to obeie thei 
Pꝛinces. And ther be other men appoyn⸗ 
ted alſo of Mod /to require obedience / howbeit 
in an inferiour oꝛdꝛe. ffoꝛ the wife beinge in 
; ſubieccion to her huſbande / the ſeruant to the 
maiſter / and to whom ſo euer any mã is in ſub 
ieccion / they muſt alſo obey their gouernours 
Fo: Goddes ſake. Mherot it chaunceth now 
and than that ſom men / not vnderſtanding p 
ſenle of Goddes lawe rightly / ſtande in doubt 
whan two gouernours commaundemktes ge⸗ 
uenat all one ſelfe ſame tyme / varye / and be$ 
rontrary and manifeſtly repugnaunt one to z 
other / whether of them ought furſt and moſtÞ 


pꝛincipally to be obeyde. 
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De vera obediĩentia. 
As fo: example: The maiſter biddeth the ſer 
uaunt doo a thinge / and the kinge tommaun ⸗ 
deth him to do a cleane contrary thinge / and bo 
the at one tyme / and in one moment. 
And foꝛaſmuche as they ought bothe to be obei 
de foꝛ goddes ſake / by the woꝛde of God / the 
very nature of thinges / can not admitte / bothe 
their commaundementes / to be applied in at al 
one ſelfe ſame time / and of al one ſelfe ſame mi 
here in like as it might perchaunce be doubted 
offommi that hatheth not pet his wittes / mu 
che exerciſed / whether or them the ſeruaunt is 
bounden chiefly and moſt pꝛintipally to obep / 
n ſo vnto him / that marketh wel other like 
zuſes / the ſolucion ofſuche a queſtion ſhall az 
on playnly appeare / that nature it ſelf fra = 
the mater ſo / that y inferiours muſt alſo 
rve and geve plate to the ſuperiours. 
Therfore in this pꝛopoũdeth example / the ſer 
aunt muſt not obey his maiſter / but the kin⸗ 
te / as his ſuperiour mayſter / as him / whom 
othe / the maiſter and ſervaunt are bounden 
eto obeye. | 
he nd fo: aſmuche as we acknowlage / that ther 
is one above bothe the ſervaunt / maiſter / and 
Ringe / eden God / whiche is the Kinge of R i 
Nes and Forde of Fozdes/ ot whom al thinges / 
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of De vera obedientia. 
BW: thinges/by whom all thinges/gnd in whom all 
uin men thinges are: his cõmaundemẽtes all men ought 
We ught fo obepe / pꝛincipally and afoꝛe all thinges/boz 
In obep the ſeruaunt / maiſter / q kinge; that they may 
K&oddes appeare / to haue obeide all men foꝛ Goddes ſa 
| ME mann d / but nomi withoutGodmoz againſt God, 
J dernẽtes Therfoꝛe is the wife p2ailed that obepeth her 
ths hutbande / pen / unto deathe. Foz it is bet⸗ 
ter to obey God than men. 


ough 


uche as it is manifeſt / p an oꝛdꝛe 


| that our du 


by the teſtimonie of Boddes lawe ; J thinke it 
requiſite foꝛ me ( ſeinge J amſpeaking of th 
necefſarie degree of oꝛdꝛes) to touche alſo in 


| 


this place / that cauſe / which is comonly in vꝛe / 


and ſpoken of at this daye almoſt in all menne; 
andes and in all mennes mouthes: whether 
hole conſent of Fnghſhe me be grounded vr 
Che Ri on Goddes lawe / in that they declare and ho 
nes ſu: noure the moſt victozious and moſt noble pꝛi 
pꝛema⸗ ce Henry theyght Kinge of Fnglande and of 
die grofi Frauncc/ defendour of the farthe/aud Fozde of 
ded vpã Jrelande/to be in earthe the ſupꝛeme headde o 
coddes the churche of Englande / and is graunted vnte 
| lawe. him / by autoritie therof/ in the open courte« 
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out of the common peoples myndes / which the ces ſu⸗ 


i (houlde be offended/thiit the kinge is talled the crowne 
# headde of churche of #nglande-rather than the 


nl the termpng of terme woꝛdes in the meane ſea de foꝛ⸗ 
ton + to wepghe the materſelfe, ffoꝛ Jammnot gooit, 
| ef of the foꝛte ot bothe the mammncr of 


| fieth not euery congregaciou/but with an adiec chur 


De vers obedientia. 

parliament / frely to vſe his right / and to call 
him lelk ſupꝛeme headdeof the churche of En⸗ 
glande / al well in name as in dede , ee 
ther is no newely invented mater wꝛought / 
only their will was / to haue the power pertei⸗ | 
nyng to apzince / by Goddes lawe / to be the All men 
moꝛe clearely expꝛeſſed / with a moꝛe fitte ter: boũde 
me to expꝛeſſe it by / namely foꝛ this purpoſe / todefẽde 
to withdꝛawe that countrefait vayne opinion thei: pz 


falſe pꝛetenſed power of the biſhop of Rome / pꝛema⸗ 
had / foꝛ the ſpace of tertain peares/ blinded the cie:thau 
withall/to the 175 impealchement ok the kin he not 
ges autoꝛitie / which all men are bounden to to ſuffee [* 
withe / and to their httermoſt power / ſee kept it to be ' 
lte / reſtoꝛed and defended from wzonges, pulled 
Mherin furely Iſee no cauſe / why any man fro the If 


e though 
headde ofthe realme of Englande. Here now p Mue: 


Jappeale vnto the/gentillreader/to ſet aparte ne wo 


ſpeches / and that this wozde ( churche) ſigni What p 


tion (as /I hate the malignaũt churche) but is, 
D. 


De vera obedientia. 
that only multitude ol peoples w beige vniten 
in the pꝛofeſſion of Chꝛiſt / is growne in to one 
body. ffar this came in by cuſtome / that this 


terme /churche / which elles is a comms terme / 
became ( notwithſtonding) the pꝛopꝛe name 
of amoze excellent bodye, But this worde 
C KealmeJis moꝛe plapnlyknowne/and com⸗ 
pꝛehendeth all ſubiectes of the kinges domini⸗ 


ons / who ſa euer they be / and of what cũdicion 


ſo euer they be / whether the be Jewes / Barba⸗ 
rianes / Saracenes / Turkes oz Chaiſtianes, 
Than / ſeinge in this mater / which J haue in 
hande / the mater that is mẽt by it / is ofſuch ſoz 
te / that ele indifferently with bathe ma⸗ 
ner of ſpeches / and ſeinge the churche of Fn z 
glande tonliſteth or the ſame ſo:tes of people at 
I dape/that are camp: iſedi in this wozde-res 
alme / of whom / the kinge his called the head: 
de: (hall he not / beinge called the headde of the 
realme of Englande / be alfo the headde of the 
men / whan they are named the churche o 
uglande: Shall the termynge of woꝛdes / inal 
bY N 4 as they haue nõ other vie / but to ſigui ie 
the thinges / de af ſuche koꝛte in this cauſe/as to 
tuene the nature at the thinges them ſelues vp 
ſide da mne ? that one man ſhoulde be taken in 


bis eſtate of btinge / and another in his eſtate / 
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De vera! 


veraſobedientia. 
all one attoꝛding to the diuerſitie of names? J 
Þ knowe wel ynough / that / by relacio of names / 
j 7 offices are ſomtymes chauged/and y the ſelfe 
ſame al one m / as he is called by this name oz p 
name / muſt alſo doo the partes of office agreig 
to that name. But if the kinge be the headde of The ki 
the realme/y is as muche / as a mi wolde ſape/ beinh | 
he hathe ſo many / as are within the dominis of head of 
the realme / vnited al onto hiſelfe / as vnto one the res 
body / Þ they maye take him foꝛ their ſupꝛeme me mut 
headde / ci it be by any poſſible meanes/th:oug alſo beg 
the mutacion of the name / foꝛ all one ſelfe ſame head off 
man / to be in ſubieccion to this headde / and not pchurch# 
to be in ſubieccion to this headde / in all one kin 5 
de ol ſubieccion /p is to ſaye / foꝛ Goddes ſake? 1 
Fo ther is uo ſubiectiõ againſt God, What a 4 
folye were it than / foꝛ a man to confeſſe/that al 
one man (it pe luſt to call him Johan) dwellig 
in Englãde / is inſubieccio to p kinge/ as vnto 
y headde: @ itye call hi a chꝛiſtiã / of p ſame ſoꝛ 
te / to ſaye p he is not a ſubiecte:? ffoꝛ in p his az 
bidige is in Englãde/he is of p realme/ in he 
is a chꝛiſtiã / dwellig in Euglande / he is demed 
to be of the churche of Fnglande, They kinge 
( ſaye they) is the headde of the realme but not 
of the churche:wheras/notrbſtondig/p churche 
| sf Fnglade/ is nothing elles / but p cogregatis 
D jj. 
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De vera obedientia. 
z chur ofmen and women / of the clergie and of the 
i che is laptie/onitedin Chziſtes p zofeſſion: that is to 
Ibothe of ſape / it is iuſtlie to be called þ p churche/ becauz 
blade ſe it is acommunion of chiſten people/and of 
Jand cler the place/it is to be named / the churche of Fnz 
| glande /as is the churche of ffraunte / the chur = 
che of Spayne / e the churche of Rome. So 5 
they / which confefle the kĩge to be ſupꝛeme hea 
de of the realme / and yet graunt him not to be 
ſupꝛeme headde of the churche Con Goddes na 
me) beinge one congregorion in the ſame real⸗ 
me Cwhiche is either their owne ignoraunte / 
oꝛ their owne malice) this is their playne mea 
ning / that the kinge is the heade of the vnfaith 
kull / and not of the faithfull: except the kinge / 
him ſel fe be an inkidele / that either an infidele 
kinge dothe beare rule ouer a faithfull oz vn⸗ 
faithfnll people / oꝛ elles the ſame kige copulig 
him ſelfe to the Chꝛiſtian churche / geveth ouer 
from thencefurthe) his autoꝛitie and power. 
J wodze extedingly / that any ſuche one is foũ⸗ 
de / that can meane thus: and yet J can not fin⸗ 
de / what thaduerſaries haue to ſaye / foꝛ the ſel 
tes /but thus / As foꝛ any other ſure and groun⸗ 
ded allegacion / they bꝛinge non / but ſuche as 
hengeth to gether in no pointe / noꝛ agreeth rb 
it ſelfe. _ kige Cſap they) is headde of f 


De vera obedientia, 
realme/but not of the churche. O what an It they 
abſurde and foliſhe pen. is that? As though / beginne 
becauſe the people begynneth now to beleve in to bele⸗ 
God /it were a iuſt cauſe / why they ſhoulde be ue but 
no moꝛe in ſubiecciũ to the — Goddes lief now /. | 
tenaunt/but be exempte quyte from his body. than 
But Paule taught not ſo / which capde/that yp their | | 
autoꝛitie of maiſtres ouer their ſeruaũtes ſhol- belefe 
de not be changed oꝛ dyminiſhed thꝛoͤugh pꝛo was no 
feſſing of Chziſt / but warned them to kepe it belefe / 
ſtill in perfite autoꝛitie / bidding ſervaũtes / to befoꝛe 
be obedient vnto their bodily maiſters fo: god: now , | 
des ſake, 'Therconuerting of a wife vnto fai⸗ j 
the / withdꝛaweth nothing from thautozitie of Col. ii 
her huſbande / foꝛ he is the headde of the wife / K 
ſtill / and becauſe ſhe / after (he had pꝛofeſled p 10 
faithe / ſhoulde ſhe we no token of myſoꝛdꝛe / fl 
wherby ſhe might plucke the indes of ſom fra 
religion / Saint Petres mide was / that wives 
having pꝛofeſſed the faithe/ſhoulde leave of p 
office of peachig / which they executed by woꝛ 
des / and winne (without p wozde ) their hut 
bandes through their chaſte con verſacion. 
Therkoꝛe / the autoꝛitie of the Maiſtre / to⸗ 
wardes the ſervaunt / and the right of the hul 
bandes luperionitie over p wife / is not laſt bp 
y meane of religiõ: @ ſhal it be loſt to 5 kige£ 


D iy, 
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De vera obedientia. 
who / foraſmuche as he (yea though he be an 
infidele ) repꝛeſenteth / as it were the pmage of 
od vpũ earthe/ ſo that he ig called the headde 
and the guyde of the people / ſhall his Fate be 
nypped of becauſe of the chꝛiſtian pꝛoteſſion? & 
ſhall he be called no moꝛe the headde of the peo 
ple / which is the churche-but the nerer he dra= ſie 
weth to God by faythe ( which is the only mea 
ne to com to God/ſhal he ſo muche the further | 
goo awape from Goddes pmage © and ſhall he 
begynne to be had in ſo muche leſſe renerence |; 
with the people / for that names lake / that he 
ought moſt chiefly to be honoured foꝛ? Truly / 
ik he be the headde of the people / and that by the 
02dingunce of od /as no mi lapeth naye / pea ſi 
euen aſwell whan the people / as the pzince be f 
moſt ferre difſevered fro God though infideli⸗ 
tie how muche moꝛe now / ſeinge they accoꝛde 
10 through the power of God in one p2ofeſſion of 
1 faithe / 4 by that meanes are a churche / ought 
dhe bin he to reteyne the name of ſupzeme headde? And 
e befoꝛ ß he maye woꝛthily be taken fo: the headde of y ji 
i darke churche ſtill / he rep2eſenteth the office that he | 
es nop octupieth in Goddes ſtede / muche moꝛe honou 
ß true rably now thã befoꝛe tyme / whan he wãdꝛed in | 
aht. the darkenes of infidelitic, Paule wout differs f 
do. xiij. ce / biddeth mẽ obep thoſe pꝛinces / j; beare the ſe 
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De'vera'obedientia. 

weozde, Saint Petre ſpeaketh of kinges by ]. e. f 
ame / Chꝛiſt him ſelf commanndeth tribute to 
e papde vnto Ceſar/and checked his diſciples Matt. 
o: ſtreyvyng / who ſhoulde be the greateſt. xxiij. 
Kinges of the naciones ( quod he) beare rule ut. xxij 
mer them / declaring plailye in ſo great varietie 
of degrees + o2d2es / which God dothe garny⸗ 
he this woꝛlde withall / that the dominis aud 
zutoꝛitie perteyneth to no but to princes, 
But here ſom mã will ſape to me: you travaile 
about that / that no man is in doubt ok. Fo: 
who euer deny-d/that the pꝛinte ought to be o⸗ 
beyed? it is moſt certa vn / that he that will not 
obeye the Pꝛinee / is woꝛt y to dye for it: as it 
is compꝛehended in the olde lawe / and allo ton 
rmed in the ne we lawe. But we muſt ſeeCwil 
je ape (that the kige doo not paſſe the lemites 
poynted him / as though ther muſt be an arb? 
er foꝛ the oꝛdꝛinge of his limites. Foz it is 
ertayn / that obedience is due / but how ferre 
e limites of requiring obedience extende/that 
all the hole queſtion that can be demaunded, 
What maner oklimites aze thoſe/p pe tel me of 
inge p ſcripture hathe no ſuche? but generally 
] peakig ot obedit̃ce /w p ſubierte is boũdt to dos 
mto p price/p wife vnto 5 huſbãde / oꝛỹ ſerua 
int to p maiſter it hathe not added ſa muche as 


D iy. 
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| De vera obedientia. 
No mis one ſillable of excepicion / but only hathe pꝛeſer 


Ii nes woz uedthe obedience due to God / ſafe and hole / 


de to be we ſhoulde not hearken vnto any mannes wo: 
418 obeyde de in all the worlde againſt God. Elles the 
MM agaynſt ſentences/that commaunde obedience/ are in⸗ 
40 goddes diffinite /oꝛ without excepcion / but are ot indit 
J wo:de, ferent foꝛte vniuerſallp/ſo that it is bnt loſt la⸗ 
bour foz you/to tell me of limites / whiche can 
not be pꝛoued by any teſtimonie of ſcripture / 
We are commaunded doubtles to obepe / In p 
conſiſteth our office / which if we mynde to goa 
about / with the favour of God and man / we 
muſt nedes ſhewe hablenes ok hearte / in obep⸗ 
eng autoꝛitie / how grevous ſo euer it be / foz 
goddes ſake/not qu qu eſtionig noꝛ inquirig / wha 
the kinge / what p maiſter / oꝛ what p hutbade 
ought oꝛ mape comaunde other to doo. And it 
thei take vpõ thẽ / either of their owne headde / 
oꝛ whan it is offred them / moꝛe than right and 
reaſon is / they have a loꝛde / vnto whom they 
either ſtande oz fall / and that ſhall one daye 
ſitte in iudgement even of them. Pet foꝛ al 
this / ſom mi wil ſaye Rea but pe pꝛomiled in 
p begpnnig / to ſpeake of p / W you are about 
now to avoide your hãdes of / havig foꝛgoten 


our purpoſe/as it appeareth , Mo Sir / ſayt 
00 avoide not my hãdes ofit / but J ſaie / it is 
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De vera obedientia. | 
ſufficiently confirmed / by theſe that we have He is 
ſpoken of betoꝛe / that * ought to be obey wiked 
ed / by the commandement of od: yea + to be addeth 
obeied wout excepcion/as a thige/wherofther oz dimi 
is no mencion in that lawe / w if thou put any niſhetl 
thinge to / oꝛ take any thinge fro / thou arte a to god 
wicked man: what wolde we have moꝛe? des wo 
u Fo: it J muſt take in hande to interpꝛete the ge de. Th 
nerall doctrine of obedience / as it ought to be are poi 
& thal conferre and compare ſcripture to ſcri⸗: a deui 
pture / a ſearche out the true ⁊ right meanig of 
the ſcripture / as the moſt godly and greateſt p doctr 
learned men are bothe wont and ought to doo: ne of o 
I ſee no cauſe i dede / why J ſhoulde doo any let bediẽte 
ſe thi they did. Therfoꝛe let vs tonſidꝛe / what to be in 
thoſe ſcriptures ſaye / w are alleged onÿ cõtra = terpꝛe⸗ 
ry parte. Obey your rulers, ſayth Paule to ted by 
| Hebzues; which place / and thexiij, to the Koz coferec 
maynes / ſom expounde of the Biſhop of Ko, of ſcrip 
autoꝛitie / whiche they call / the eccleſiaſtical tures, 
power. Allo in the actes of the apoſtles / Take Uct,xx 
hedeto your ſelues, and to the hole flocke, Strip 
nf amoge whomthe holy gooſt hatheſet you res alle 
ut} to be ouerſeers, to gouerne the churche of ged fo 
nj God, whom hehathe purchaced, with his p biſh, 
ownebloude, And lett we ſhoulde paſſe ouer of Rö. 


any thĩg / although it is metto an other purpoz 


De vera obedient . 
te / let vs not omitte that / that Petre ſpeaketh⸗ 
concernige p Kopall — Fo: this texte: 
What ſo euer thou ſhal bynde in earthe &c. 
perteyneth to an other mater / and this: Fede 
my ſhepe: beſides that / that Chꝛiſt ſpake w 
his owne . meaneth no moꝛe / but that 
J haue allready ſhewed/ was commaunded / cd 
cerning the gouernement of the churche, Theſe 
4 ſentfces and ſuche like / though they be vnderz 
00 ſtonden / as thoſe me? wolde haue them / that is / 
4 that Biſhopes 4 miniſtres of the woꝛde of God 
in the churche / are nothing againſt the kinges 
autoritie C but that he maye be called p headde 


of the churche) no mo wap. wu the obediẽte due 
to Pp p kinge⸗ is anp thige nypped oꝛ diminyſhed / 


4 N iny/that p wife is comaunded to obep her hul 
bande /r y ſeruaũt his maiſter /as it were ws ge 
5 nerall ſpeache of wozdes, ffoꝛlike as w the las 
wers / as Ko the ſelues terme it / ther be nawg 

than ſondꝛy iuriſdictiones p ꝓcede out of al one 


| 
. 8 they marre not one an other: but 
1 
i 
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they cõſiſte + cocurre by p mutual helpe of one 

to an other: eut᷑ ſo in 7 the gouernement of the 
churche is comitted to p apoſtles / e to thoſe p 
ſuctede in their rowmes / mape not be thought 

to abꝛogate oꝛ diminiſhe y / that God hathe cõ 

mitted vnto p:ices/in any cũdiciõ. The perſons: 


Devera obedientia. | N 
bitare oꝛ 5 pariche pꝛieſtes cure of his — 
ners / is neuer p leſle /betauſe the bilhep ought 

alſo to ouerſee:nether maye p Biſhoppes iuriſ⸗ 
diccion be demed of ns effecte / becauſe he muſt 
take p Archebiſhoppe fo: his ſuperiour, ffoꝛ p 
curates p biſhop + tharchebiſhoppe do gouerne 
p churche euery one in their degree + oꝛdꝛe. 
Thi like as euerp one ofthe doing their office / 
ſeme not to hidze one an other / but to helpe one 
an other /euenſo / in p we finde/ p gouernemẽt 
of the churche was cũmitted to p 1 apoſtles/æ to 
thoſe 3 p ſuccede in theirrowme/y w befo .chade 
iscomitted of God to pꝛĩces / is in no wiſe ta⸗ 
ken awape, But koꝛaſmuche as gouernemet 
hathenede of many thinges⸗ eſpecially teachig 
E pꝛeeminẽce occozding to p ſondꝛy diſtribucis 
ofgiftes/ vnto fo m/ God hathe committed the 
office of teachig / z p miniſterie of p ſacramẽtes 
in all one bodye / g to ſom pzeeminence/ not to 
be aduerſaries / but as diuerſe memb:es agree 
in one body / ſo in gonernemtt they ſhoude ac⸗ 
02de together / euerp one goo abouth is owne 
office charitie, But here me thinke / Jheare 
ſom inẽ ſtartle / as it were/wod2ougearne 
thide / becauſe J had rather vſe a neme makĩge 
of diſticcio,thay olde accuſtumed Ha tru diſtic 
10,tb as thoſe mẽ thike / dothe put a hideſom - 


De vera obedientia. 

dillerẽte betwene the gouernemẽtes of a Pꝛin⸗ 
te / and ofthe churche: that is / that the Pꝛince 

choulde gouerne in tempoꝛall maters / and the 

churche in ſpirituall: after the whiche diftinc = 

tion / the Pꝛinte / as the. moone which is called 

the lelle light / ſhoulde haue charge of ſuche ma 

ters / ag are ofthe night / but the other / which 

be of the ſpirite @ of the daye light / he muſt re 

ſerue to the ſonne alone / to be diſcuſſed. F022 

ſothe a blynde diſtincciũ / and full of darkenes. 

Foz if thou leave vnto a chꝛiſtian Pꝛince the na 

meofa hinge ſtill / ſo that his duetye is / not 

only to be the chief ouer the people / in Goddes 

þ Il/\» what ſede/but alfo to gouerne them/andrule them: 

vay a Furſt J aſke / what waye ſhall a chꝛiſtian Pꝛin 

| Nince te take in gouernement/to leade 7 an. peo⸗ 
houlde ple by: the waye of truthe / which leadeth vnto 
zoueꝛne life / oz the wape of lpes / which haſteth to dea⸗ t 
| Dis ſub- the? Fo: ther is no mydde waye founde. It het 
ectes., (hall take the waye of truthe / what charge obe 

£Dote, tempoꝛall maters/tellpou me of / whã ß ſcrip⸗ 

at. vj ture crpeth : Seke furſt the kingdome of 
God, as for other thinges they muſt not be ſt 
| ſought for, for Goddes — muſt ge-| 
| ve ther Muſt eueꝛy mũ in his owne puate care 
ſekep kigdome of god q muſt a pꝛĩce in his admiſſ® 
niſtraciũ / neclecte it/02 at leaſt not care toz itẽ d 


De vera obedientia. 

This is the mater ſurely/betauſe the good men 
were akraide / leſt any kig ſhoulde waxe to holy did no 
and in this behalfe / leſt he ſhoulde fall vnto ver ſo wiſe 
tue to earneſtly / they inveted a fine deviſe / this ly ind 
king it a wittie parte / to appoßt a kinge his of= ; deuiſ 
ice /ſo as he take no thought / whether his peo but po 
ple be good oꝛ not C J meane / after p goodnes as ſub⸗ 
that is mete foz the pꝛofeſſiou ofchꝛiſten men) telly fo 
ſo that they be not notoꝛiouliy cryed out vpon {awe þ 
fo: abhominable impietie 4 wicked dedes / ſo ſame 
as they ſeme not to become / moꝛe like beaſtes ſteppes. 
than men, Thertoꝛ it muſt be p kinges charge / 
toſee / that they ſteale not / noꝛ murther/and y 
the laye folke oppꝛeſſe not the good people. 
But as foꝛ all maner of hoꝛedomes / oꝛ woꝛſe 
than hoꝛedome and what ſo euer thoſe m? doo / 
whole title and rayment wolde make a man to 
inke the contrary in them: though their be⸗ 
haueours be neuer ſo terre out ot oꝛdꝛe/the kin 

ge muſt let it alone / and paſſe not on it. 
foꝛ thoſe are {pizituall maters / that is to ſaye/ | 
ſpirituall mennes ſpnnes / which they bidde Trufti 
the Kinge / let them alone withall ; as though ge okpꝛe 
t were pnough foꝛ him / to gouerne his people lates o 
in tempo:all affaires /⁊ p it were not fu: him to uer mu 
uno we any further. This in dede is pmoſt ſpe che ms 
p wape to marre all / terre contrarp from his reth al 
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i * De vera obedientia. 
ane. office that ocrupieth ieth Goddes rowne in earthe, 
Js this to fede p people? which woꝛde the ſcrip 
4 | Diiſ a⁊ ture vſeth to kinges? MNaye / Saint Dunſtane 
neaholi (which was a very holy and a right good ma) 
man e ſorntyme Archebilhop of Cantozbury / did a 
Jus dag⸗ great deale after an otherſozte / with great re⸗ 
% other ioyling / interpꝛete the charge of a pzince in coz 
I  recting the maners of the churche/ beinge gla⸗ 
dly well apayed of the kinges ſapeng / whan he 
tolde him / he wolde ioyne ſweoꝛde to ſweoꝛde / 
to thinthent the light dillolute maners of the 
Holy Kirckemen, might be framed in to the 
right trade of lyfe, By che one ſweoꝛde / allu⸗ 
ding to the ſayeng of Paule / which the mini⸗ 
titres of the woꝛde / exercice in pꝛeachig and ex⸗ 
conitnunicating;bp that other ſweoꝛde / ſhewiz 
a ſupꝛemacie oppoynted by the lawe of God 
whervnto / as many as are the kinges ſubiectes 
(which is the congregacion / that we call the 
churcheJare all bounden thꝛoughlye to obepe, 
F1 Foz thekingeigcommannded/ to gouernethe 
(ty zinces people: and the pꝛophet warnpng Princes 0 
ſ /ounht their duetie / ſayeth to thẽ: Now you kiges get 
| o de lea you vnderſtanding, & be learned you t 
ed in are iudges of the lãde. But if we admitte the⸗ 
1 ſe mfnes interpzetacio/thi ſhoulde pꝛĩces haue 
f = no moze vnderſtãding / noꝛ be further learned 


De vera obediĩentia. 
chan to be necligẽt almoſt in all thiges / 5 is to 
iy Gie/thep e not meddle rb p one halls of p 
people /i thei ſerve p lozve in name + apparail: 
Mas for ů reſt of p people/they (houlde toꝛꝛette 
Al thẽ / not to refraine fro al groſle ſynnes / but frũ 
e ſom. But p ꝓphetes interpꝛetaciũ/ is an other 
oꝛl maner of mater / which he bzgeth in after mar⸗ 
la: de / ſaieng:Serue the Lorde in feare, what this 
he meaneth / we muſt vnderſtande and learne it of 
e / Goddes owne mouthe. Foz Goddes mouthe 
he ſpeaketh playnly in the holy ſcriptures bothe of | 
he of the olde teſtament and newe, Touching kin Fxiples 
u- ge Salomons adminiſtracion / this dothe ſcrip ofpzing 
ui⸗ ture repoꝛte: Kinge Salomon, according to ces aut 
wy his fathers appoyntment, ordained the offi rities | 
via l ces of the prieſters in their miniſteries, and out of py 
d Levites in their ordre, that they might geue ſcriptu 
teslthankes, and miniſtre before the prieſtes af: res. 
theſter the ordre of euery day, and porters in 

ve. et eir diuiſions gate by gate. Here pou do he⸗ 

re p kige Salomũ take cure alſo ot holy oz ſpiri ij. 

tuall maters / not vnadviſedly/hut by thappoĩt⸗ Parali 
getſan nt of Dauid his father / of who god / by the xxviij. 
Hatipꝛophet / prateſteth / that he had founde a man f 
he⸗ ter his owne hearte. Sothat the ſame hiſto⸗ 
aue bie of Salomõ/ſpeaketh of this ſoꝛte folowings 
or ſoo had the mã of God commaunded. 


L 


De vera obedientia. 
nether did they omytte any of the Kinges 
commaundementes, nether the prieſtes nor 
Leuites, ofall that he had commaunded. 
Mherto ſhoulde J here make reheazſall ot kin⸗ 
ge Joſophat his carefulncs / that ſet vp the hi⸗ 
ghe iudgement ſeate of the pꝛieſtes and levites 
houſeholdes in Hieruſalem? By what auto = 
ritie did he ſo/but by his Kegall power? taking 
it to be his office/ rather to take charge concer= 
- ning Divine maters than humane, Mhat a 
bolde dede had that ben of kinge Eʒechias / eur 
. the very kurſt peare and the furſt moneth of his 
reigne / ſo to have buſyed him ſelfe with the ad⸗ 
miniſtracion of divine maters / if the diſcipline 
ok his regall office / w he receaued of Gad / had 
not required it*p is to ſaye ß a Ringe oꝛdayned 
ok cg od (which is p eternall ſpirite) ſhoulde ta 
ke charge offſpiritual and eternall affaires / be⸗ 
toꝛe and rather than cozpo:al maters / and thin 
ges that ſuall periſhe in time. This £3echias 
therfoze / the ſcripture commendeth lo highly / 


that ther was non ok all the Kinges of Juda / 


which oblerued all the loꝛdes pꝛeteptes like vn⸗ 
to him. ffoꝛ his will was to ſeke the loꝛde with 
all his hole hearte / as he did in dede and pꝛol 
pered /as the ſcripture teſtifieth.ij. Par. xxviij. 
Mhat did this Ezechias / J ſape? In the ver 


| 
{ 
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De vera obedientia. | 
kturſt yeare 2 furſt moneth of his reigne/ he did 
not only buylde vp the gates ofthe loꝛdes hou⸗ 
ſe agayne / but alſo gave diligence to refourme 
the pꝛieſtes them ſelues/ and to repaire the ly⸗ 
uelp buplding/that was decaped, ffoꝛ he not 
only admoniſhed 5 pꝛieſtes / p dwelt together 
on the eaſt ſtrete of the citie / of their necligẽce 
in their office / but alſo like a man of autoꝛitie / 
ſayde: Hearken o ye Leuites and prieſtes: be 
ye ſanctified and make cleane the houſe of 
the Lorde, the God of your fathers, & put 
a waye all vncleãnes fro the ſayntuarie. &c. 
I pray pou / what coulde he ſpeake moꝛe impe 
riouſiy? fo: he ſpake not / as one / that exhoꝛ⸗ 


e eee 


like / vſe to take in them ſelves with all / to cau 
ſe the communicacion of the mater / to be the 
more eaſilp taken , Which maner of talke is re 
qniſite ſom time in a gentill godly hearte in an 
gf others mines cauſe, And if Eʒechias luſted to 
haue ſpoken after that rate / he wolde not have 
ade / Be yeſantified/but let vs beſantified : 
not make you cleane, but let vs make cleane: 
not put ye awaye, but let vs put awape: oꝛ if 
the mater had ben ſuche / that it wolde not ad = 
. mitte feloweſhip / if a pꝛiuate man ſhoulde ha⸗ 
wiſhed oz declared thoſe caſes / it had become 


* 
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ted thẽ / as inferiours / o2 thoſe that be folowe | 
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De vera obedientia. 
him nether to make him ſelfe felowe like with 
the mater to be required / to exhoꝛte them /noz 
to require it by the waye of commaundemet, 
But the right good pꝛince Eʒechias / beinge 
taught of God / what his Regall office / charge 
and adminiſtracion was / vled luche maner tal 
ke vnto the pꝛieſtes / as ſhoulde derlare p autoꝛi 
tie and power of the ſpeaker, Ther foꝛe he ſpea 
keth in the imperatiue mode: Hearken, make 
cleane, and put awaye. And the pꝛieſtes them 
ſelues Cas it appeareth in the ſame place) did / 
as y kinge had iuſtly bidden them / and obeyed 
his commaundement. Thus were thoſekinges 
learned / that fully and entierlye applied thei 
1 office / by Goddes autozitie amonge Goddes 
14 people, And thelſe thinges will God requir 
daies wb at pzinces handes / a great deale moꝛe iu theſe 
vnlear : dayes: that / they ſhoulde hearken / how the pig 
ned P21 pheth exhoꝛtet them / to lape hande vpon thig 
res. maner oklearning / to gouerne the people by ft 
ve and to ſerve the loꝛde with feare ⁊ trembling Þ; 
How ci and tocauſethe people / not to be ſuche as theyſſ 
b beit lutt them ſelues to be / but a woꝛthye and ale 
37 | Goddes acceptable people vnto the loꝛde / as muche an 
1 bdohe be inthe were poſſible / z ſo to be founde faithkulſo 
\ take fro ſtuardes / in ꝓᷣ daye/whi they ſhal pelde accõpf 
them. te ok p adminiſtracion / w they toke vpon the. r 
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De vera obedientia. 
Fet them therkoꝛe heare whaty wiſemi laithe: 


Heare 0 ye kynges and vnderſtande,marke Sap. bj 


with your eares, you that are rulers of the 
multitude, for power is geuen vnto yow 
of the lorde, and ſtreynght frõ the higheſt, 
which ſhall enquire, what your workes be. 
iÞ Therfoze Pꝛinces muſt not paſſe the tyme / in 
ap flouthfnlnes/necligence/and Idlenes / but con 
etinually ſerve the loꝛ de, ffoꝛ theiz duetie is/to 
u beſo muche the moze carefull in the office that 
Cod hathe geven them Cas one hathe w2ittZJ 
das they lee them lelues the moꝛe bounden in 
ea yelding acconipta. Foz it is a great talent /that 
God hathe put pꝛinces in truſt withall:that is / 
es that they ſhoulde not only rule the people / but 
ref alſo rule 75 — rightly / not in any one parte alo 
ne but in all particularly: and ſo to loke vnto 
the lozdes vineyarde / which men thinke they 
have tak? in hande to kepe in good huſhandꝛie / 
that they not only plucke out ſuche thinges as 
are noyſom / but alſo trymme it and lape newe 
dong to it: and to leade no poynt of huſbandꝛye 
 aFvadone/that the vineyarde maye bꝛinge kurthe 
a krute moꝛe plepnteouflp / which the good man 
kulfok the houſe ſhall require in his ſeaſon, 
0PEffo: who is hable to ſave princes harmeles/ oz 
qc. peare them out / that / wher they have taken 
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De vera obedientia. 

1 bp on them ſelues/all the hole charge to goutt: 
1 ne "tha people by Goddes autoꝛitie / they mape 
4 compacte afterwarde / that the greater parte 
ſhall have the charge of the other / and they in 

the meane while/as though thei had done thei: 
office gayly well / take their eaſe / and care fo: 
nothing? And wher awoꝛde was ones ſpoken/ 
by cauſe of the reuertte of their pꝛeſent vertue / 

and not by the truthe of their autozitie ; ſhall 

men / though it were ſpoken of a man ſo alle 

ted / vſurpe it foꝛ that ende to mocke out the 
1 charge of Goddes autoꝛitie? J meane/the ſaiẽ 

. of Conſtantine: I will not iudge you, o 

Cont; whom I my ſelfe ought to be iudged. 

tine the God ſpeaketh generally / he excepteth no man 

if emperi⸗ he committeththe people vnto the pzinces cha 
gur. ge / ſomtyme naughty people / to a naughty 

! pꝛince. Jfſomtyme good people to a goad pri 

1 ce / than he puteth him ſo muche the moze i 

1 truſt / that me mape ſurely thinke / he hathe tl 

1 ſupꝛemacie ouer all the people /accoꝛding to 
commaundementes of God / and not ouer o 
parte of the people / after the tradiciones ofn 

which people / being knpt together in one bi 
ke of Chꝛiſt / ſeing it is a churche: what abſu 
ditie is it / that a pꝛinte / which is called t 
headde of that people / ſhoulde not be called: 
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De vera obedientia. 
ſo the headde of the churche / which that people 
maketh? Nou will ſape perchaunce / Chziſt 
only is the headde of the churche. Ale all con⸗ 
keüle it / oꝛ elles we coulde uot pꝛopꝛely couſti⸗ 
tute a churche / but the churche of malignaun⸗ 
tes. In dede we acknowlage that Chꝛiſt is the Nota. 
headde of the churche / + that he reigneth with 
the father in heauen / who is our aduocate / ſit⸗ 
ting on the kathers right hande and maketh 
interceſſion kor vs, 
But as concerning that Chziſt/ the mediatour 
of Bod/and men / bothe God and man / is the 
headde of the churche / that churche hathe none 
addicion / foꝛaſmuche as the churche of Englã⸗ 
de / is not the churche / alone / but alſo the chur⸗ 
che of ffraunce / of Spayne / and of Rome / fo: 
the churche is nat circuſcripte to any plate / but 
where ſo euer it be in all the wide woꝛlde / euen 
among the Turkes / wher God hathe ſealed vp 
his owne childꝛen vnto him ſelfe / who Cas the 
Goſpell ſaithe) dꝛaweth all / vnto whom he Joan, j 
hathe geuen power to become his child:en , 
The:fozelate this be out of cotrouerſie/ about 
the which it were wickednes to cotende/J wil 
not ſape / Diſpute, And to avoide this / that 
ther remapne no cauſe of evil repoꝛte ot it / ther 
Ji to this wozde/headde /added in Earthe: and 
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De vera obedientia. 
to this worde / churche / is added / of Englãde. 
Ok which churche ok Englande / the ſupꝛeme 
ß kiges headde in earthe / foꝛaſmuche as bothe ſcriptu⸗ 
upꝛema res and reaſones doo allowe it / as a thing in⸗ 

ie by ꝓ⸗: exiſtent vnto the name of a pꝛince and ofa kin⸗ 
iamẽt. ge /all Engliſhe people / thought it mete /to haz 
| ue that mater expzefſed1 plaine woꝛdes / bothe 
il | pteſcaip the commones / and the fathers / yea / and euen 
© :inof ty thoſe / that were reputed to be from that iuriſ⸗ 
neis diccion/ be pꝛeſcripcion of tyme / and not by 
not allo pzeſcripcion of truthe, ffoꝛ/why ſhoulde they 
wed but not cũſent to the truthe? In dede the newneſſe 
bꝛelcrip and vnwont —.— ok the woꝛde nether coul 
tion of de /noꝛ ought make men any thinge afrayde: 
eruthe, ffoꝛ / after it appeared / that the thinge it 
It ſelfe / which was expꝛeſſed by name / was not 
# gvherfo only true / but alſo auncient: it came of aduiſed 
re ſupꝛe iudgement and not of temeritie / that ſom no⸗ 
me head table name ſhoulde be ſet furthe / to ſtere vp the 
is wait- holowe heartes and feble iudgementes of ſom 
| jen in ᷣ men vnto the cõſideration ot the truthe by and 
inges to aduertiſe the ſubiectes by that name / that 
ile. the pꝛince is the hole Prince of all the people / 
and not or parte: and that the ſame body of the 
people / growing tn to that condicion / to be cal⸗ 
led the churche / is not one handed / noꝛ cut of 


by the ſturnpes / but that it conliſteth perfitly 


De vera obedientia,, © * 
hole / the ſame Pzince beinge as the headde: 5 office 
whole office is / to take charge / not only of hu⸗ ofa pꝛĩ 
mapne maters / but muche moꝛe of divine maz ce is to 
ters / that is / to diſtribute fitely vnto euery take 
membꝛe of the body / their pꝛopꝛe offices / that charge i 
he / with his ea, his eares / and with his diuine 
mouthe accoꝛding to the care /wherby he hathe maters. 
the gouernement / by the gikte of God / in mini⸗ 
ſtring vnto the body / and chargeing euery one 
with their duetie / he maye applye that maner 
of office / that God ſhall doubtles / one daye / 
call foꝛ a reconyng af/at the handes of a chꝛiſtẽ 
Prince / havinge the gouernement of ch:iſten 
people. Thus muche towching the neweltie 
ofthe name, Fozelles the mater it ſelfe/hathe 

bothe many and right weightie examples / not 
thoſe only / which J haue befoꝛe rehearced out 
ok the olde lawe / but many other alſo / not com 
parable in dede with 2 Cin that they are 
grounded vpon Goddes worde) in grauitie 
and weightie importaunce;howbeit/ foꝛaſmu⸗ 
che as they are pertynent to the tauſe / they are 
nat to be omitted. Than Sir / who did euer 
diſallowe Juſtinianes facte/that made lawes / Juſtini 
concerning the gloꝛious Trinitie / 4 the cathoz anus. 
like faithe / ol Biſhoppes/of men of the clergie/ 
of heretiques / and others/ ſuche like? Which 
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1 7 De vera obedientia. 

WW. lawes he either made in vaine/o: elles he decla 
red / that he had the charge of that parte of the 
people alſo / which ought to be of the greater 
puritie andofthe moꝛe holyneſſe / as he ſapthe 
him ſelfehe had / havyng perteyned in this be⸗ 
halte / vnto the iudgement ok the truthe / out of 
all peraventure. Gow often doo we reade / that 
the cauſes of hereſie / haue ben debated befoze 
Fmperours aud Pꝛintes /and diſcuſſed by their 
tryall? It we will boulte out the auncient la⸗ 
as ofkinges of Fnglande in tymes paſt /how 
man »ſhalſt we kinde / concerning religion and 
the church e / made / pꝛoclaynied / and bidden to 
be put in execution / by the commaundement g 
auto:itie of thoſe kinges? Nea / ſaye they / 
they made ſuthe ſtatutes / as defendours of the 
churche / and not as autours and headdes of p 
churche, Who was headde than in the meane 
ſpace? Who had the gouernement? Who had 
the pꝛincipall charge? J wotte / what their anſ 
wer wilbe: Mary Sir / the Biſhop of Rome. 
That ſhall we ſee here after. In the meane 
while / it muſt nedes be graunted / that the kin 
ges dignitie hathe bf alwapes aboue p chiefeſt 
Biſchoppes in Englande / and that / vnder the 
name of Defendour of the churche ( which 
title was geuẽ vnto kinges/euen of them / that 


De vera obedientia. | 
| grantedlea(t ) they did and exerciſed thoſe thin om a 
ges albeit not in all thinges pet in moſt thinges pꝛĩte is 
| that repꝛeſenteth the dignitie and office of the defen= | 
headde in the churche. ffoꝛ pꝛinces were de dour of 
; | defendours of the churche / enen as the headde ß chur⸗ 
* | mapnteneth and defendeth the body. And as che. 
we mape ſee it chaunce almoſt in euerp place at 
this daye / that ſom that be necligent in many 
thinges / covet the name fo: all that. And con 
; || trary wile thoſe Pꝛinces / which haue ben ſu⸗ 
che in dede and in office/ that they ought iuſtly 
to haue ben called headdes / haue rekrayned on⸗ 
ph / to be called headdes. ffoꝛ they haue made 
- | ſtatutes by their autoꝛitie and by their owne la 
wes / toꝛ to enquire of hereſie / mherĩ conſiſteth 
thechiek and pꝛincipall poynt of office / which 
is pet ſtill / and hathe alwayes ben obſerued 
euen vnto theſe dayes. But uow have they per | 
| | mitted many thinges vnto the Biſhoppes and p autoꝛi 
| clergie/aud haue graunted them many inmuni tie @ in 
ties/the grant wherofought to be a wondzous munitie 
great argument / either that Pꝛinces haue ben of biſh .; 
hitherto deſired in vapne to graunt that / that is geuẽ by 
an other mannes / which ought to perteyne pꝛintes. 
nothinge vnto him / and that they gaue / that | 
they had not them ſelues / which is a plapne | 
| abſurditie/ oꝛ elles that they had power to exer 
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De vera obedientia; 
tile them ſelnes / that they graunted to other: 
and that therfoze / they remitted and departed 
in ſo dooing / with parte of their owne right. 
. Which beinge euen ſo / Pꝛinces haue ben all⸗ 
waies headdes / mater in dede / euen thã / whan 
they were called only Detendours / if this be to 
be the headde vnto the body: to beare rule ouer 
all the people / to commaũde/remitte / and ſom⸗ 
tyme to beare with all the membꝛes therof / as. 
muche as tendeth to the vſe of al p hoole body / 
and ſo to oꝛdꝛe and moderate euery thĩge / that 
the gloꝛie of God / and the pꝛofeſſion of the fai⸗ 
the maye be advaunced from dape to daye. 
But theſe me? will lape:Pzinces haue acknow⸗ 
aged the Biſhop of Rome / to be the headde of 
the vniuerſall churche: tohim they haue geven 
tondigne honoure / as to ſupꝛenie headde / to 
him they haue ſubmitted lelues / his autozitie 
ey haue acknowlaged / reuerenceing him as 
their kather / and reioyteing that he called them | 
ſonnes / ſo that if we ſhoulde eſteme the right 
the dedes / 4 il it be ynough to teache dedes 
fo: the pꝛoſe ot the right / ſo as / what ſo euer is 
apparauntly done /we muſt confeſſe it to be do⸗ 
ne rightekully: than doubtles the Biſhoppes of 
Komes cauſe ſhalbe on the better hande. 
J wolde not be reputed ſo vayne oꝛ ſo impudẽt 
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euer ſonke in to Pꝛinces heartes / that the Bi⸗ 


De vera obedientia. 
a mã which is p foꝛmuſt ende of my thought) winche⸗ 
as to clocke oꝛ to ſaye naye / to thoſe thinges p ſtre nat 
haue ben done/and pet whan J ſhall graunt 60 ĩpudẽt / 
ſuche thinges as ci not be denyed /me thinketh / no full 
that like as vertue / whã it is moſt throwne vn⸗ lothe. 
der fote / and ſoiled with vices / pet it ſheweth 
his efficacie / by one ſhikte oꝛ other / that we 
maye vnderſtonde it to be pꝛeſently oppꝛeſſed / 
but not vtterlp extincte / enen ſo in the meane 
ſeaſon / dedes / which ſeme to dympniſhe the 
right title / and autoꝛitie of the pzince/a certain 
light of the truthe hathe alwayes peeped out / 
as it were / out of moſt depe darkenes / wherby 
e that marke it moꝛe nerely and · moꝛe ſurely / 
might pceave/ that theſe dedes were not hoole 
no: perfite/ ne goũded vpon iuſte foundacio⸗ 
nes / but had a greater appearaunce of truthe/ 
than true in dede / 4 tokens of honoure rather 
bozowed than papde, Foz if that opinion had 


ſhop of Rome had ben Chꝛiſtes vicare on ear⸗ 
the / that is / the headde oꝛdayned of God tobe 
ouer all / vnto whom al thinges ſhoulde bowe / 
all thinges ſhoulde obeye / without whom / no⸗ 
thing muſt be reconed holpe no: ſacred / whoſe 
bleſſinge ſhoulde alwaies geve pſperitie/whoz 
le curſe aduerſitie/ oz if the Biſſoppes of Rome 


De vera obedientia. 
* bit. were perſuaded / that it were ſo: the biſhoppes 
ot Ro. ol Rome wolde not haue p:actiſed ſtraunge ar⸗ 


were tes / and carnall fetches/ rather than ſtrong te⸗ 


| 


| chiiſtes ſtimonie of Goddes truthe/if they coulde — to 
vitar / this daye haue bꝛough out any ſuche / in the de⸗ 
he wol⸗ fenſe of their autozitie:nether durſt the pzinces | 
de not haue ben lo bolde / euery one in his tyme / as to 
haue | nyppe awape that ſame autozitie ( which they 
> practi: ſemed to graunt in woꝛdes and termes of ſpea⸗ 
| ſed ing: che) after that fatiõ in their pꝛocedinges / and 
[ng doinges / not in coꝛners but openly in the face 
| ofthe woꝛlde: J ſpeake ofſuche pꝛinces / whole 
excellent religious deuocion / the woꝛlde now 
alter their deathes / reverenceth and wozſhip- 
peth: and reconeth them amonge the nombꝛe 
of Saites verily if our elders had beleued/ that 
God had committed the charge of all the hoole 
woꝛlde / vnto the biſhop of Rome / what wil- 
kull boldenes cauſed them / to make ſo many ſta 

tutes a gaynſt / and contrary to that charge and 
power aduaicceing it ſelfe/ vnder that pꝛetẽſe! 
and as they wolde haue done many other thin 
ges / yet they durſt neuer haue ben ſo bolde / to 
doo /that they did / to haue purpoſed to blynde⸗ 

elde him / from lokig about him / aud to ſtoppe 

his eies / whom they exte med fo: a watcheman 

et of God / in the higher place / to ſee? Jthikes 


De vera obedientia. 
it was mete / to millike ſo great a diligence in 
- | Woddes vicare / fo: that he beinge burthened iw 
the cure and charge ofall churches/ leſt the peo 
ple ſhoulde want ſhepeherdes / made p2ouiſis 
with iq, ſo:tes of under ſheperdes, Againſt the 
| ſuperiour / oꝛ againſt him / it is not laufull to 
make any lawe, Foz inferiours pꝛeſtribe nut 
lawes to the ſuperiours / nether doo they lau⸗ 
fully make penalties againſt their gouuerne⸗ 
ment / how wicked / oꝛ intolerable ſo euer it be. 
Therfoze our elders / and pꝛinces / that were 
befoze tyme / whan they aſſembled together to 
counſail vpon maters ofthe commo weale / ta⸗ 
king deliberate adviſement in their opencoun- 
ſailes / haue by ſtatutes and lawes determina⸗ 
tely thought it mete put out that quicke ſight 
in the biſhoppes of Romes eies / that it ſhoulde 
not ſerve the to loke ouer / ſo ferre as vnto vs: 
yea / thole pꝛinces ſerne that they knewe owne 
right autoꝛitie / and that they were not al igno 
raunt of the oziginall begynning and nature 
ofthe Biſhop of Komes power: and pet the bil 
ſhoppes of Rome thought it good to allowe A wyll 
bothe their iudgementes and doinges/in p bez foxes, | 
halfe / ſo muche / that they haue not only / not 
founde faulte with thoſe Pꝛinces / which bothe 
made ſuche ſtatutes and kept them / but allo 


De vera obedientia. 

: diſſembling the foile that they had taken / cortt- 
q mended thoſe Princes / fo: their fidelitie and 

pou are ghedience , Pea Mary Sir / the biſhoppes of 
hu woes Kome were circumſpecte/aud the moze wittye | 
Vpeofy men in their generacion/ folowing in this caſe 
15 Yiſame | the example ot ſubtyl marchauntes / that of an 
| heare, * bnth:iftyebargapn / whan they haue ſcant hal 
why ke / pet they holde them content / reconyng it all 
I wonne that they had /becauſe ok right they conl 
f de haue clapmed uothing. Us fo: our elders / 
8 whan they perceaved the biſhop of Ronies au⸗ 
toꝛitie by his frutes / and iudged him nat to be 
| Goddesvicare/ they thought / that pykepurſe 
autoꝛitie muſt be boꝛne withall / and not clea- 
ne caſt out ( foꝛ fo reaſon permitted at p tyme) 
but their exp:efſed dedes doo moſt manifeſthp 
p necli- declare / that they were ok the ſame indgemt̃t / 
gere that we are of. Neuertheles/ as euerp man⸗ 
temeri⸗ nes hearte lerueth him / lo dothe he either clay 
tie ok pi me his owne / 4 vſeth it / like a ſto wee hearted 
tes put man / oꝛ elles beinge content with the commo⸗ 
teth not ditie that is olfred him / letteth the reſt alone / 
away ß and wotteth what he thinketh , And ſeing the 
ö auto2iz mater ſtondeth euen ſo / ther is no reaſon/ why 
god the reſt of their doinges ſhoulde trouble them / 
eueth how contrary in outwarde appearance fo euer 


* cher ſeme / by the which they coulde nyppe a⸗ 
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fathers; let theym call them / headdes: let them hurteth i 
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De vera obedientia. 
Wape nothing from Goddeslawe / and dymy: erꝛours 
nyſhe their power/thꝛough temeritie 02 by ne- of myſ 
cligence, Cet me call the Biſhoppes of Rome / doinges 


advaunce them with what names / they luſt; not the 
yet the truthe of thinges / is not impeched by truthe 
errours of thinges mpſdone , of 
The churche of Rome / was in the olde tyme / thiges. | 
either by reaſon of outwarde holpnes oz by e ßchur⸗ 
mightie power / not only ok great fame / but al⸗ che o 2 | 
ſo ofhighe autoꝛitie:whã J ſpeake of autoꝛitie/ 
J tolowe Tullies meanĩg / who /in p weightie 
inipoꝛtaunce of witneſſe bearing / attributeth 5 
autoꝛitie vnto ſuch as be wittye and wealthye 
men / becauſe of the comon peoples iudgemet/ 
though it be not alwayes a right / as heſaithe/ 
pet becauſe it is not eaſily altred, For elles the * 
autoꝛitie / that the biſhobof Rome ſhoulde be 

thought to haue by Goddes lawe / is non auto⸗ | 1 
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titie mith vs in dede/like as no maner of foꝛay: Kemen 
ne biſhop alſo hathe autozitie among vs, be this 
Nether let it / in this caſe / be pꝛeiudicall vnto leſſon |} 
the truthe / that men haue done here to foꝛe in pour 
ſondꝛye tounſailles / to floziſhe out the mater fe/ elles 
withall: that is to ſaye / cither ſeruing their pe wilbe 
owne turne/02 geving place to ptyme/0: elles (hit one 
blinded though ignozaunce, Fet the truthe of day, 


De vera obedientia. 


ö Tyme Goddes wozde haue the victoꝛie uo w / which it 


map not it geue no moꝛe autoꝛitie vnto theſe Biſhoppes 
j pꝛeſcri: of Rome /than to all other biſhoppes / that is/ 


wapye either induced thꝛongh any other reſpecte / to 


i bea: to fede à bꝛing vp the people / within their dio⸗ 


1; gainſt ceſe cominitted to their fpirttuall charge / with 


i tzuthe. bo miniſtracion of the woꝛde of God / and of 


| N his ſacramentes; let not tyme pꝛeſcribe againſt 


Pzices Goddes truthe/n etherlet it be iudged/that the 


bl may not P2ices 02 p people were blinded w ignoꝛaũte/ 


put a: circumveted with ſubtiltie /oꝛ gredp of gaines/ 


their ſu⸗ doo / that they nether ought no: coulde poſſi - 


pꝛema⸗ blpe by any meanes haue done, Becauſe men 


tie / be: haut vſed/to aſke the Biſhop of Rome counſail 


| cauſe | in gouerning the churche / is it not lauful ther: 
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1 | thep ha © foze to doo any thinge without his counſaill * 


ue it of Andbecauſe Pꝛinces haue luſtred their ſubiec: 
God. tes / to aſke his counſaill/didthep by that mea⸗ 
nes geue ouer their owne autant, which ee 

” cauſe it is committed vnto them by God / it is 

not lautulſ fo: them to put awaye? Fet the 

maters / that haue / in tymes paſt / ben made a 

myngle mangle / be called agayne to the true 

ſquare of Goddes woꝛde: let the groundes of 

line bothe their powers be waped / and like as weſ 
haue by teſtimonie of Goddes wozde ſhewedſ 


96: wy befoze / that a Princes mightie power is not 
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De vera obedientia, 

goten by flattery / oꝛ by pꝛiuilege of p people / Exap . 
but geut of God / let vs allo conſidze/whether p high 
the ſelfe ſame God haue geuen any power to p pꝛieſtti 
biſhop of Rome /that ought tohindꝛe the ſupꝛe⸗ were 
me power ot pꝛinces. And in this mater / we ſubiec⸗ 
nede not to make much a doo in ſearching out tes to 
the ſcriptures ofthe olde teſtamẽt / wherin / we pzices. 
haue aſwell touched ſomwhat all ready as alſo 
it is moſt manifeſt in many other places / that 
the pꝛieſtes were in ſubierciõ top high pzinces, Exo. 
Did not Aaron take Moyſes fo: his ſouerai : xxxij. 
gne loꝛde / which is the maner ot ſpeche of him | 
that acknowlageth ſuperiour autoꝛitie? Did j. Reg. 
not Achimelech the high Pꝛieſt vſe the ſame xxij. 
woꝛde of ſubieccion / whan he ſpake ta Saul / 
the kinge of Jſrael; Did not Solomon put 
Abiathar the high pꝛieſt to deathe? what did ij. Re. ij 
"| Kinge Alexander (as it appeareth in the boke | 
of Machabees) wite to Jonatha / ſapeng? 1. 

Now haue we this day ordayned the to be Mach 
e the high prieſt of thy people. Doo not the⸗ HK 
le ſayenges / ſufficit̃tly declare / that the power 
e of Pꝛinces / as aboue euen the higheſt pꝛieſtes 
olf of all: Iſpeakenothing/that Demetrius gaue 1. 
oe vnto Spmon the office of the highe pꝛieſt / and Mach. 
"I foto others after him, J pale allo ouer many xiiij. 
o'f other moo, ffoꝛ the multitude ol examples out 
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De vera obedientia. 
| | of Goddes lawe dothe not ſo ſtrongly confir⸗ 
me as ſhewe the truthe. Foz this is * diffe⸗ 
Foddes rence betwene Goddes lawe / and mannes: 
1 we cũ Goddes lawe is conſtaunt/but mannes lawe is 
al | aunt euer ſubiecte vnto vanitie /a ſo vnto varietie. 
af _ Jn Goddes wozde therfoze/it is alwaies true / 
4 that is ones ſet out by example foꝛ truthe / as/ 
cable to pꝛoue the ſupzeme power and autoꝛitie of 
pꝛinces / the example of fſechias alone / which 
is regeſtred in Goddes boke / and commended 
vnto vs/might iuſtly haue ſuffiſed, It remay⸗ 
neth thã / that the biſhop of Rome / muſt ether 
bing out the tables of the newe teſtament / oz 
non. But furſt / to ſpeake vniuerſally of the 
newe lawe / how can any ſillable in Chziſtes 
woꝛdes/helpe his autoꝛitie /ſeing the ſelfe ſame 
Chꝛiſt / dothe ſo opẽly pꝛoteſt bothe in woꝛdes 
and in dedes / that he ſought not a earthelp kigz 
* dome / no: wolde clapme any ſuche kinde of 
19 kingdome / but the tate of oꝛdꝛes remayning 
0 hit ſtill) he ſet furthe and taught the foꝛme of hea⸗ 
iltred uenly conuerſacion / and the iuſte gouernaunce 
not the of the inwarde mynde / thꝛough p grace of god / 
. fate af which he by his open doinges moſt playnly de⸗ 
þ es tlared/to conſiſte / not in highe ruffling eſtate 
14 noꝛ in ruling the roſt / but contrary wile / in 7 
1 | militie and contempte of woꝛdly thinges / w 


reer 


De vera obedientia. 
he ſuffred p moſt bitter d cruell kide of deathe 
fox our ſakes, And ß poites of offite / of him y office f 
that is his vicare / ik he doo his office faithfully / of him 
are / not to beare rule /but to be in lubieccio-not occupiz 
to commatiide pꝛinces / but to acknowlage him eth chai 
ſelfe to be vnder their power 4 cõmaundemẽt / ſtes rou 
not only whan they commaũde thinges indiffe mme. 
— eaſily to bedone / but allo whan they 
commaunde thinges not indifferent / ſo they be 
not wicked: in checkes / in ſcourgiges / and bea⸗ 
tinges vnto deathe / yea cue to the deathe of the 
croſſe, In dede / theſe are Chꝛiſtes foteſteppes/ 
this is the maieſtie ok rule bearing in Chit; 
This / I lape/is the true power of Chꝛiſt/vnto 
vs bothe wonderous / and exceding holſom: by 
the which alſo is power geuen to vs / to become 
the childꝛen of God. This he taught and expꝛel 
ſed in his doiges/touchig p p kingdome of Jſrael, 
His dzeamig diſciples he alwayes rebuked: but 
he neuer hyndꝛed Ceſares tribute /noꝛ any miz 
nes autoꝛitie /one iote by his dedes, And ſeing 
it is ſo / I wene / J haue made it manifeſt / ik we 
conſidre Chꝛiſtes dedes / which maye not be al⸗ 
tred no: doubtefullp interpꝛeted: we ſhal finde 
playnly / that all is cleane cõtrary /that the biſ 
ſhop of Kome chalẽgeth to hi ſelf, as Chꝛiſtes 
vitare, This therfoze only remayneth / that he 
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De vera obedientia, 

lee to the woꝛdes of the euangeliſtes / which 

Chow ſo euer men haue varied in the interpꝛe⸗ 

taciũ) all men knowe well ynough / how they 

Fön - | . in the texte. — loketh he foꝛ / in 
[*s wor them? Maꝛp Sir / this. Whether Chaiſt/the 
and waye / the truthe and the life / ſpake euer any 
(des az thingh / wherĩ he ſhoulde diſagree frõ his owne 
Free, dedes? p wher he never ſought autoꝛitie amõg 
1 me / he gaue it notwithſtondig to the biſhop of 
1 Rome / to vſe as his vicare, This in dede is the 
| ſumme of the queſtion/in woꝛdes Cas it is p20 
pounded ) blaſphemous / and wicked/but yet 

it papnteth out the mater/that Jhaueinhide, 

Fo: wher in al other maters/asp euãgeliſte re⸗ 
poꝛteth / Jeſusbegane to doo and to teache/ & 

to teache that he did: And in this one only maz 
ters / which we now treate ot / if he taught any 
whitte ok that / which the biſhop of Nome clay⸗ 

| meth at this daie to him ſelte / vy Chꝛiſtes title / 

that is / to be aboue Pꝛinces / by Chaiſtes wo2 

des / we muſt nedes cõfeſſe / that Chꝛiſt taught 

in woꝛdes / that wherof he not only ſhewed no 

| example i in him ſelle / but ſhewed cleane cõtrary 

in all the hole courſe of his life befoꝛe. et this 
therkoꝛe remapne ſtill iu p cauſe, that Chaiſtes 
dedes ſtůde on our ſide / which maye not be wꝛe 

ſted by no mannes interpꝛetacion:only the que 
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De vera obedientia, 

ſtiõ is ĩ Chꝛiſtes woꝛdes / w now a thã / mãnes 
interpꝛetacion is ſo ſawcye as to blempſhe, 

Albeit he that ſhall ſtande with the biſhop of 
Rome in this cauſe /might furſt of al/ſticke faſt 
in this poynt: that ther is not koũde in the holy 
ſeriptures / ſo muche as one ſyllabe / of p bithop 
of Rome / ſo Þ what interpꝛetacion of Chꝛiſtes 
woꝛdes fo euer he wil ſtande to / he might ſeme 
to loſe his accion / as they ſape, ffoꝛ what is the 
conſequency than? Chꝛiſt wolde haue Petre to 
be aboue Pꝛinces / asit appeareth it was neuer 
his minde. Ergo he wolde haue the biſhop of 
Kome to be ſo to. Mhy/berauſe he his Petres 
ſucceſſour? J ſaye no moꝛe / but J wolde he 
were. And than / in that caſe, J doubt not / but 
he ſhoulde be aboue all mẽ / though not in hault 
eſtate of woꝛldly power Cas out of doubt he ha 
the non ſuche) pet in admiracion and reuerence 
of in warde vertue / and in that poynt / Chziſt 
wolde haue thoſe that his be / to excelle and be 
r ing leaders euen aboue emperours: as thole / 
vnto whom / beige his Fmbaſſadours/ he gaue 
the keyes ofthe kingdome of heauẽ / and amog 


em / vnto Petre / which in all their names / P 
had ſpoken fo holſome a cofeſſion/ ts acknow= ſpake 
lage Jeſus/to be the ſonne of the living God. one fo 
Which confeſſion/ like as fleſhe and bloud had the al 
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| Die vera obedientia. 
not reueled / cuen ſo was ther no pꝛerogatiue 
geuen vnto fleſhe and bloud in Petre / what ſo 
euer was geuen / but to the chiefer parte / which 
wasthe ſpirite / to p intent / that beinge endued 
the moze plepnteouſly with the Grace of God/ 
he ſhoulde be the ring leader in vertue 4 migh= 
| te ot the woꝛde of God / and in the power at ru 
| ling affecciones , Pfwe ſhoulde ſo interpꝛete 
| Chꝛiſtes woꝛdes / as it they ment ſom externe 
power /in rule bearing / which al other folkes / 
ſhoulde acknowlage them ſelues to be vnder / 
yea euen Pꝛinces to / albeit the ſame ſelfe God 
haue ſet them in the ſuperiour rowne / ſo that 
| nothig elles coulde be alleged / how coulde that 
u. xiij ſentẽte of Chꝛiſt ſtõde together? The diſciple 
is not greater than his — uh namely if the 
diſciple wolde not be cõtẽt to be in ſubiecciõ /as 
Chziſt was / but execute p ſupꝛeme r him 
elle / w his loꝛde wolde neuer take vp6 him. 
In ſcriptures / ther is no mencion — of Pe⸗ 
tres ſupꝛematie / and Fuſebeus in Eccleſiaſtita 
hiſtoꝛia /repoꝛteth / that Clemens in ſexto li. 
Diſpoſitionum,affirmed/that an e / Johã/ 
and James /after the aſcenſion ot our ſaueour/ 
although he had ſet them almoſt aboue all the 
ö - apoſtles yet they toke not the gloꝛie of lupꝛe⸗ 
av macie vp them / but that James / which is cal⸗ 


Devera obedientia, 

led / Juſtus / mas oꝛdayned the biſhop of the a= *t 
poſtles. Notwithſtonding fo: the autouties Supꝛe 
ſake ot them / which haue not milliked the woz marie 
de of ſupꝛematis /I doo nat ſo muche refuſe the n may be 
woꝛde ſelfe / but J flee to the interpꝛetacion of take d 
the woꝛde / that it maye agree with the right uerſelz 
pzqpze meanyng of the Goſpell / expꝛeſſed in 
Chꝛiſtes dedes, Admitte / p Petre were chief/ 
admitte he had the ſupꝛemacie of Chꝛiſt / what 
of that? was a kingdome/loꝛdeſhip⸗ 02 pꝛeemi 
nence geuen him / with p ſupꝛematcie? Becauſe- 
he was biddẽ to cofirme his bꝛethꝛen in faithe / 
was it geuen him / to beare rule ouer his bꝛe⸗ 
thꝛen / therkoꝛe? Chꝛiſtes humble eſtate knewe 
no ſuche kinde of ſpeache / noꝛ mater, ffoꝛ 
though Chꝛiſt (as touching his God headde) 
was equal onto the father / with whom he was 
in the begynnyng and in all thinges / which he 
created/ſpeake/02 did / he was alwayes / toge⸗ 
ther with p holy goſte / the indiviſible-wozker 

C one ſubſtance of thꝛee perſones in divinitie J 
although J ſape/ accazding to this maieſtie / he 
hathe alwapes had all power/to ſubdue al thin 
ges vnto him ſelke: he was alyve / he is alyve/4x 
he ſhall lyve: he hathe reigned / he reigneth / a 
he ſhall reigne God foꝛ euer moꝛe: yet foꝛ his 
exceViny mercie towardes mankinde/ he made 
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De vera obedientia. 
| dhil, j. him ſelſe of no reputation / taking the foꝛme of 


1 pꝛea⸗ a ſeruaunt / being in apparaill ko unde as a mã / 


her and a very oppꝛobꝛie / as the pꝛophet ſaithe: to 
* houlde | mage it plaine and open / that thoſe thinges /w 


ut re⸗ were highely eſtemed with men / as empires / 


eyue dominiones / and highe autoꝛities/being / as it 
oꝛdſhip were / ſtoppes and impedimentes to the attey⸗ 
ning ok eternall felicitie / are rather to be caſt az 
waye and contemned /than to be gredily ſought 


3 | neddlig foꝛ / and ambicioufly coveted/ pea they arenot 


b many to be receaved though they offre them ſelues / 


lices but dnder this condition / that we receaue thẽ / 


0 na2 neth as mater offred of Mod / to trauaile in / fo: the 


pꝛea : exerciſe of Godlynes ſake / euerp one in his voz 
her. cacion. Mhich / the greater it is / and the moo 


"Coke to thinges it is tangled withall / the harder it wil⸗ 
our ſel be to doo it ſo well / as euery one wolde be glad 


e ther; and fayne to doo / that faithfully contendeth to 
02e, cam to the countrey that euer ſhall endure , 

Mhat So that we muſt vnderſtande / that Chꝛiſt met 
zoul- neuer a woꝛde of any ſupꝛematie of woꝛdly ad 


iers / miniſtration / but he appoynted his ſouldiers / 


2eaz whom he furniſhed/ to encountre as it were in 


gers the vawarde againſt the cotinuall fraudes / per 
Hould petuall / bataill and warres of the woꝛlde / the 
e. leche and the dypell / to be the foꝛewardeſt/ g 


as it were the — bearours / i in the very 
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fo:moſt ranke, Whom he knewe / to be of bet⸗ 


De vera obedientia. 


ter courage in faithe / to bꝛeake the moꝛe daunz 
gerous rape of thenemies / becauſe they were 
not tangled noꝛ letted with any charge of woꝛl 
dly maters / and might by their example ok ron 
ſtaunce / encourãge / allure / and pꝛovoke other 
of the weaker ſoꝛte / to become ſouldiours of p 
bande alſo, In which kinde of warrefarre / 
— Chꝛiſt / makiĩg choiſe of his owne / gaue 
e vppermoſt ſtanding to Petre / among the 
bꝛo therne/it! was no marvaill: ſeinge he had ſo 
armed him / p he knewe befoꝛe hande/though 
he wolde geve backe from the enempe perhap⸗ 
pes foꝛ a tyme / pet he wolde not gebe it ouer 
ſo/but to it agayne ſtotaly / and fight like a tall 
felowe for the defenſe of the truthe. Ga / was 
Petre the chief than? Mo manſaithe nape. 
Fo: he confeſſed Chziſt/to be the veryſonne of 
the lyvyng God / furſt. And Petre was of as 
conſtaunt and ſtedfaſt myndes / in defending of 
theſame truthe / at all tymes / as any mi was, 
He was the furſt after Chꝛiſt / that taught the 
Jewes. And ĩ thafſemblye ot thapoſtles / whã 
one ſhoulde nedes ſpeake in all their names / 
Petre / ſomtyme as the mater required / was 


thiek in the tale telling. Therfoze J will not 


ſaye nape to the argument / which they call: 
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De vera obedientia. 
entuma coniugatis, but that Saint 


petre / beige by ſo many wayes and reaſones / 
the furſt / might allo be thought to be chief a= 
mong thapoſtles, ffoꝛ like as the wiſe man haz 
the wiſedame /in that he is a wiſe man: ſo hathe 
the chiet mã p chief place 02 lupꝛemacie. 
Mhat than” he y is chiek ok all p Philicianes / 
hathe not he alſo the ſupzemacie among Philiz 
cianes? ffoꝛ why ſhoulde he not” Among 
Paynters alſo / it ther mere any in theſe dayes / 
as connyng as Appelles 02 Pharrhaſius was / 
and were called therfore p head Paynter / wol⸗ 
de we not ſape / that he had the ſupꝛemacie a⸗ 
mũg paynters? pea doubtles, In vninerſities / 
agayn / if it were agreed by all mennes conſen⸗ 
tes / that utetia of Parriſe / as being a vniuer 
ſitie moſt plapnteouſfly furniſhed and occupied 
with great learned men / ſhoulde be called the 
headde vniuerſitie of the worlde / might not p 
name of ſupꝛemacie be fitte foꝛ it / being chief 
among other vniuerſities / yes doubtles, But 
let vs come nerer to the mater. If a man/whan 
he had ſet one man to gouerne the hole houſe = 
holde / wherin inaſmuche as he had a great ſoꝛ⸗ 
te of yong men / whom he wolde fayne haue 
taught and inſtructed in good artes / and wolz 
dep:ovide many ſcholemaiſters / and among 


Deveraobedientia. 

other / ther were one man excellently wel lear⸗ 
ned aboue the reſt / whom / as a notable man 
among other / he wolde call the chief of all the 
ſchelemailters that he had gotten: and to who⸗ 
ſe inſtruccion he wolde committe / thoſe that he 
ſetteth moſt by: hathe not he / ſeing he is chief 
ſcholemaiſter / the \np:emacie* pes, Foz the 
chief perſon can not choſe / but haue chief rule 
in any mater: ffoꝛ theſe two wozdes/Primus, 
which is furſt / pꝛincipall / oꝛ chief /e Primatus, 
which is chief rule / pzeeminence / and is here 
rightly engliſhed / lupꝛemacie / are coniugata, 
that is to ſaye / lynked to gether / the one depen 
ding ofthe other / not only in ſpeache / but alſo 
in mater. Neuertheles this queſtion maye be 
aſked: he / of whom J ſpake /p chief ſcholemai⸗ 
ſter in this hauleholde / ik ther ſhoulde fall any 
controuerſie / touching maners / oꝛ oꝛdꝛe/whe⸗ 
ther of their autoꝛitits ſhouldebe eſtemed abo⸗ 
ue the other / his / vnto whom the houſeholde 
was cotumitted / oꝛ his / that is callad to inſtrue 
te the youthe? he that is called the chief / as - 
ſaide / and therfoze he hathe the ſupꝛematie. 
Who daubteth / but his rowme is the greater / 
that hathe charge of the houſeholde !? why fo? 
ffoꝛ it ſtõdeth moſt with reaſon / becauſe oꝛdꝛe 
is ſomtyme chaunged by relacion. And that / 
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8 De vera obedientia. 
which in one relation is ſupꝛeme and chief / in 
an other oꝛ in a cotrary relacio/hathe fomtyme |, 
an inferiour plate / and often tymes the lowelt ; 
{ 
| 
| 


place of all. And io God p ſonne/is equal with 
e father / after his divinitie / but he is leſſe thi 
e father / after is humanitie. 
Allo God the ſonne / in that he is God / is in p 
begynnyng / and is the begynnyngit ſelſe: but 
in that he is the ſonne of God/he is the ſeconde 
perſon in nombꝛe:albeit without all conſidera⸗ 
tion of tyme/he is without begynnyng as God 
the father is, But to fette examples /out inferi⸗ 
our maters: Do we not fee all one man to vſe 
diuerſe offices at home / like Arithmeticall figu 
res / now to otcupie the furſt and chief rowme / 
than the ſeconde / alter warde the thꝛid / + ſom⸗ 
tyme a lower rawme / as the taufe / wherin he 
is octupied / and place / wher company meteth / 
doo require? Doo we not ſee him /that ſitteth 
Higheſt amog iudges / and fo: that cauſe / is cal⸗ 
led / the chief indge/whan he is required / to be 
pꝛeſent in extraoꝛdinarie iudgemeutes / as it is 
often ſene / placed after others in the thꝛid oꝛ 
fourthe rawme? But in divine offices / J pꝛay 
you / how great a ſupzemacie as J mapeto call 
it / hathe the chappelapne oner his maiſter / as 
long as he is in divine miniſtracion? And pet. 
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De vera obedientia. 
he is out of the place / and caſt of his gai⸗ 


* whan 

ere / he leaveth his ſupꝛemacie behynde him , 

e And it is no marvail. ffoꝛ in this cace / the ma⸗ 
} | ter ſtondeth ſo / that who ſo mindeth to reteyne 
ſ che name of the chief perſon 4 chief office ſtill 
| | muſt not ſwarve from the thinge / whervnto 5 
nme was applyed andſetto, Therfoze to re⸗ 
| turnevnto. examples, Admitte/ther were a fa 
* | mous chief Philician / that is toſape / were as 
I conning in Philike as any man / and ſo/becau⸗ 
ſethe mater ſo requireth it / he kepeth ſill / his 
' | peeminence/pea Sir / but while he meddleth 
with Phiſikez But foꝛaſmuche as ther is an o⸗ 
ther maner of office in the adminiſtracion of p 
common weale / let him be contẽt alſo with his 
ſeconde koꝛme / @4 ſrpve not to beare rule ouer 
other/becauſe he is the chief Phiſician: nether 
let him take autoꝛtie upon him to be a comaun= 
der ofthe reſt ofthe Phiſicianes / which is not 
geuen him in his pꝛeeminentce / not becauſe he 
coulde not geue it hi / which ſo pꝛeferred him / 
but becauſe it was not his pleaſur to geue it hi/ 
fo: it was no reaſon whp he ſhoulde: oꝛ elles 
which is the ſozeſt thinge to ſpeake of all / why 
he did not? Marp Sir / becauſe he made him 
not abſolutely chief / but he called him thechief 
Philician , Admitte alſo a curious counpng 
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De vera obedientia, 
payntour/to be chief payntour / let him ſtryve 
alſo to continue ſtill in his en / 
leſt an other paſſe him in connyng / and ſo have 
the name of iet payment from him / becauſe 
he is moꝛe woꝛthy than he. Let the vniuerſitie 
of Parriſe reioyte not ſo muche of the honour 
of the name / as to ſtudie to make it good / that 
it attributed by the name. ffinaly let this ſcho⸗ 

lemaiſter / which is called to e childꝛen / 
becauſe the good man of the houſe thought not 
the perſon of the ma/ but the vertue Hidden vn 
der the perſon / whoꝛthye the honour of chief 
ſcholemailler / remembꝛe and remembꝛe again/ 
that he is not honoured/but burthened with 5 
name / and let him ſtudy rather accoꝛding to 5 
the intẽt ofthe name / to ſhe we him ſelke chief/ 
iu the office of teaching / than to abuſe the vay- 
ne title ot a name / and as though he were chief 
abſolutely without condicion / pet neclecting 
his office / and lo loſing his ſupꝛemacie / to con⸗ 
tende and ſtryve / about the name and terme of 
it / with them / that as being ſet in autoꝛitie to 
gouerne the houſeholde / haue the true and ab⸗ 
ſolute ſupꝛemacie iu dede:and to myngle Godz 
des maters / and the woꝛldes maters together / 
ſo that he maye ouercome/bp right oꝛ by wꝛõg / 
and haue it as him luſteth: as foꝛ his function d 
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De vera obedientia. cas pc 
office / he taketh no moꝛe thought foꝛ / but is do pete 
holly bent in that. As it appeareth now foꝛ a cept it 
great while / that the biſhoppes of Rome haue be w 10 
done / which not regarding thoſe thinges / that poyſũ of 
were added vnto Petres ſupꝛemacie /and accõ⸗ popiſ) 
pliſhing the name of ſupꝛemacie being annexed hereſies 
vnto ſom certain popntes of oftice/as they accũ good mẽ 1 

pliſhe all thinges / they haue pꝛopounded the ha 
bare name vnto the woꝛlde / that they might be 
taken fo: chiet / pca / and chiefer than the chie⸗ £ 
feſt; not remembꝛing in the meane 8 
in all other maters / they are inferiour to the 
loweſt that is. Here J doo not compare / the on 
faultes of the men with the condiciõ or the cau⸗ 
ſe / wherin J might haue very large mater to — 
ſpeake / J knowe / they are not alwayes good © 924 
men / that beare the ſwige / and yet the naugh⸗ 
tynes of the man dothe not hyndꝛe his autoꝛi⸗ 
tie, J kuo me this allo / y we haue all ſpnned/ g 
nede the grace oxt God. But as concerning /ỹ 
which is annexed vnto the cauſe / cã not bekep: F02 
tein ſilence / left any man caſte this ſapeng of You h 
Paule in mp diſhe/ that / in the ſame J pzeache ue ame 
to others / I mpſelfe be founde to blame, ded the 


1 
} : 
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ffoꝛ how great Locke I fpnde in mp ſelfe in my⸗ mater 
ne owne office doing / mpne owne conſcience 9aply ſi 
knoweth, But who is it / that ſhalbe founde a thence 


| Devera obedientia. 
| Faithfull ſtuarde / as Paule ſaithe? who alſo in 


the lame place ſpeaketh further: ludge not 


before the tyme come. Therfoꝛe will not J 
wade in this mater / any bꝛoader no: further / 
tha cauſe requireth: p 15/48 modeſtly as J ci wp 
; truthe / to reſelle him p calleth hi ſelfe chief 
| vntrulp/3 to wiſhe him this at leaſt / if nothing 
elles / p he maye be chief in thoſe titles / wherin 
he * to be chief / that he might wozthilp be 
| called the chief/ and wherĩ Petre was / by who 
he claimeth the ſupꝛemacie to him ſelf/as * ſuc 
teſſion. Wherfoze let him now excelle othters / 
in conkeſſing Chꝛiſt / © let him ſo ferre be woꝛ⸗ 
thily taken foꝛ chief amonge all men / euen by 
the lawe of Godde:which if Boniface had perz 
traued / he nedde not to haue goten that / by pꝛi 


| Phocas uilege of Phocas themperour/ as it had ben by 


beggig / which by p aſſiſtence of Goddes grace/ 
he might haue — to him ſelfe by him ſelke. 
| | nee let the Biſhop of Rome be chief in 
teaching and pꝛeaching Chzift a foze other / & 
 folongelet him haue the ſupꝛemacie of that ki: 
de ofoffice, But what a folye were it / whan 
| manp are rũnyng in a rate /that ſom one ſhoul⸗ 
de wine by his ambicious impoꝛtnuitie muche 
fauour of the lokers on / wher he / being appoi⸗ 
ted in dede to runne amonge others / whan he 
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Die vera obedientia. 
{ now either made lame through his owne 
faulte/ oꝛ otherwile vnmete torune/pet ſhalbe 
repozted/that he ouerrunne them al / and came 
furſt ot all to the pꝛicke / wher as ſaving that 
he came out in apparail made to rũne withall / 
he ſitteth him downe amonge the lokers on / & 
clowteth a tooꝛde as fo: any other coſideracio 
of his requeſtes / he allegeth non / but that he 
was bone + bꝛedde ofth*Con Goddes name) 
wher in tymes paſt were the beſt runners / and 
were therkoꝛe called the chief, A goodly reaſon 
foꝛſothe / and worthye of him / that is iopous 
of vayne and falſe titles / and contenteth him 
ſelfe/to be flattred / aboue meaſure, But like 
as a ſure frede/ifhe had any wold not only wiz 
ſhe hi better minde / but alſo wolde turne him / 
if he might by right admonicion / from that fo⸗ 
liſhe deſire ol pꝛiuilege: and tell him / what a 
very folpe it is/foꝛ a man/haue a mide to be na 
med 4+ called that in woꝛdes / which he is not 
in very dede, euen ſo wolde J alſo withe vnto 
the biſhoppes of Rome / whom it is manifeſt / 
haue ben in like ſoꝛte affected CJ will not ouer⸗ 
hote mp woꝛdes ) pet ſtill at this pzeſent Cas 
Iheare) ſurcefle not their olde cakred minde: 
that they were counſailed of ſom bodye / not to 
tontẽde to be calledſup:emes/as longe as they 
G. 


De vera obedientia. 
are ſtill poſtremes: But ik their delight were 
to beſo called / they ſhould ſee / by what thinges. 
that title was gotten / and by what thinges/ / it 
was pꝛopꝛely attributed, Foz like as in a well 
oꝛdꝛed citie / thoſe that are chiefin riches / art 
not therfoze chief in antozitie; euen ſo in Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtes churche / they are not put ĩ autoꝛitie aboue 
other / that excede other in pope / loꝛdely eſtate 
and riches, And therfore if the ſupꝛemacie of p 17 
churche of Rome in tymes paſt / with great cõ⸗ 
(ent okthe woꝛlde / ſtode / in p office ofpreachig 
Nou he Goddes woꝛde / if in advaunceing the cure and 
bꝛigeth charge of Chꝛiſtes name if i p:opte valeaütnes 
ihrelies ofmpnde/ to defende the truthe / and to kepe 
7 ſo doo faithe of Chꝛiſt fro hereſies/ as it is moſt plapa 
Nou w ne that in thoſe dayes it did / whan the biſhops 
ou: pe of Rome (pea xa non but thepJat the furſt 
ll tient begynning of the ſpꝛing of the churche / were 
{maſſes | diligent to heale the furour of tyrannes rageig 
8 other againſt chꝛiſtian people: J wene / ther is neuer 
= a chiiſtenpzincein the wozlde / but if he ſawe 
the biſhoppes of Rome / contende about that ſu 
pꝛematie faithfully/that they might godly aud 
elouſiy paſſe All other biſhoppesCthat y 5 churz 
che of Chꝛiſt / wher lo euerit is ſcattred/hathe) 
in godlynes in kaithe / and religious deuocion / 
and wolde ſtryve togoo ſo ferre befoꝛe / that in 


©. ,)" an Sn a end 


they wolde with good will / call them by thoſe 


Die vera obedientia. ; 
this race they might bewozthilp called  furſt, 
If the pꝛintes / J ſaye / might ſee this in them / 


true names / that they ſawe with their eies: & 

him that they ſpied to be furſt / they wolde call 
chief/ in that matche game: and in that kyndr 

ot ſupꝛemacie / they wolde reverence him with 

due honour/accoꝛding to his vertue, And with 

this opinion / ſemeth our elders were indured 

C which openion alſo dured vnto our tyme ) p Cage 
they wolde geue ß biſhoppes of Rome wages / how hi⸗ 
foꝛ their paynes / which called them ſelues the pocꝛylieſ 
ſeruauutes of Goddes ſeruauntes, not only ca begile 
in name / as they doo now / but mater in dede in men or 
thoſe dayes. Howbeit the name ot a ſeruaũte / ſimple 
ſignifieth a ſeruice. Foz a ſeruaunt commaunz wittes. 
deth not his labours to be ſet out / but he ſet⸗ | 
teth them aſale/as it were in an open place/to 
pꝛovoke ſom body to hyre him. Mherin not⸗ 
withſtonding / ſom make ſuch a ſhewe of their 
labours/in commending their diligence and fi⸗ 
delitie / and make them ſo ſale kene / that they 
cauſe many to be deſirous of them: and bzinge 
them in that mpnde/that/ whan their buſpnes 
might bothe better and moze ſpedily be diſpat⸗ 
ched at home / pet they thinke / nothing can be 
tomly noꝛ well done / without their counſail, 


G j. 
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| De vera obedientia, 
And foꝛaſmuche as we ſee that daply chaunte / 
in ſondzy kindes of crafteſmen / & in euerp tri⸗ 
ling mater:it is no ough it be ſo in 
religion / wherin / all men wiſhe / that all thin⸗ 
ges were oꝛdꝛed / acroꝛding to the moſt perfite 
example /wherin foꝛ all that / many men partly 
diſtruſt their owne wittes / partly vſe currupte 
wittes / in that / they eſteme ſtraũge ware moꝛe 
than dome ſticall ſtut: no man ought / J ſaye/to 
thinke it any marvaill / though the gloꝛions 
name of the churche of Rome / beinge at that 
tyme famous in excellent bertue / dꝛawing and 
alluring almoſt all the partes ofthe woꝛlde /in 
to admiracion of it / foꝛ vertues ſake / which is 
the moſt ſure bonde / knyt all men to it / and cau 
{ed that churche / whom al men might ſee ſo no⸗ 
tably vertuous / to be reverenced / as the chief 
t principal churche among other. And Godlp 
me beautified it alſo with thoſe names / w y Ko 
miſhe biſhoppes make boaſt of to the wo ide / 
as though they were ſet furthe by ozacle from 
Gad / to the ſupꝛemacie withall / not the ſupre⸗ 
macie of vertue / but the ſup:emacie of power / o 
and that earthly / an externe q᷑ a fleſhly power / | 
ſuch a one as Chꝛiſt neuer exertiſed / noꝛ comz [n, 
mitted it at any tyme to any manne to exertile / Ib. 
as ferre as we mape gather out of holp ſcriptuz th 


/ 


/ 
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De vera obedientis, 
res. Wherout notwithſtũding / ſeing ſom men 
haue piked out ſomthinges / wherwith they 
wolde: confirme it to be commaunded and oꝛ⸗ 
dayned of Chꝛiſt / whervnto the people and þ 
pꝛinces / wolde euen of their owne voluntary 
will / becauſe of their great vertue / wherwith 
they were allured / as it had ben me dꝛawne vp 
with an admounde ſton / wolde haue graunted 
them / that is /that they wolde not only honour 
and reuerence that churche of Rome / and the 
biſhop therot / but alſo advaunce the with tho⸗ 
ſe titles:which godly affeccion is wont to diuiſe 
and vttere / wherin good inẽ doo forntpme erre: 
yet kaʒaſmuche / as bycauſe many men haue ſet 
furthe many bokes touchig this mater / and by 


| reafon of mutuall conflicte of men reaſonyng 
with it and agaiſt it / it is moꝛe than manifeſte 


that thoſe place offcripture / are wꝛeſted from 
their true and pꝛapꝛe meaning / to defende that 
autozitie / J though it not mete / to doo that is 
done already / and in makig reherſall ok them / 
to make men thinke / J had geuen them a pigge 
of an others mãnes ſowe. Mherin the meane 
pate / leſt I ſhould ſeme to caſt awaye al men⸗ 
nes wꝛytinges / doo not fo muche contende az 
bout the ſupꝛematie ſo they racke it out no fur⸗ 
ther / thã it appeareth to be mt̃t frõß beginnig. 


Deveraobedientia, 
But this J vtterlp denye / that God oꝛdayned 
the biſhop of Rome to be the chief / as touching 
any abſolute woꝛ dly power: of this is the que⸗ 
ſtion / in this point the hole cauſe conliſteth, 
In this mater / J wene / J haue made it plapne 
ynough / that Chꝛiſtes dedes ſtãde on ourſide/ 
and that p name of ſupꝛematie vſurped of our 
elders, maketh nothing agaiſt vs: and that the 
title / having a right interpꝛetatiõ ioyned vnto 
the power / which the biſhop of Rome claimeth 
now to him ſelfe / maketh nothing foꝛ his pur⸗ 
poſe / and moꝛeouer / that the pꝛerogatiues / 
w God gaue vnto Petre /crownpng his owne 
giftes in himhelpe þ 5 Biſhoppe of Komes cau⸗ 
ſe nothig at all: which: pꝛerogatiues were not 
Von aze geuen vnto fleſhe and bloud / but to be a teſtimo 
| a good nie of that exellent pꝛofeſſion of his faithe, 
[; ſone koꝛ And ſuch wolde God ( whoſeliberall goodnes 
| teachig dotheneuer waſteJgeue yet ſtill / onto theſe bil 
| pour fas ſhoppes of Rome / if they folowed thexample 
| ther ſo of Petres fapthe , | 
good a But if the biſhoppes of Rome goo about /to ke 
fell as pe in ſtate ſtill and holde vp p decayes of their 
nether power (whole bulding was naught/and ther⸗ 
ok vou toꝛe hath wꝛyed on the one ſide longe a goo)w 
| taketh pꝛoppes andſtapes/diviſed by mannes bꝛaine / 
** to, rather the to let it ſhzynke downe to that ſtate / 
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De vera obedientia. 
that the truthe were hable to defende @ beare 
out: well / beware left they catche a ſoꝛer fall/J 1 
will geſſeno ſoꝛer a thinge. Only let them cõ⸗ Jt wer 
ſidꝛe / that at leynght truthe hathe the victoꝛie / beſt fo g 
and that the light of the Goſpell / is now come you to 
in plate of darkenes: and that the lighi repꝛo⸗ take i 
veth the thinges that are not allowable ,- All this cc | 
me lee / what theſe woꝛdes of p Boſpelmeane. ſail alſc I 
Thouarte Petre, and vpon this rocke will I at. 
buylde my churche. Men perteave the mi⸗ 1j: 
ſteries / bothe of Chꝛiſtes thꝛee tymes aſking 5 light 
of Petre / of Petres thꝛiſe denyeng / and of the ofp Gd 
papeng of tribute money foꝛ him / Jt is vnder- ſpell ca 
ſtandẽ at this pꝛeſent / what it is / to be the chief ne in / 
of the apoſtles : 4 what it is / to fede the ſhepe / whan YÞ 
whom od geueth charge ot: this gaire almoſt bilh, 0 "4 
euery body hathe in their mouthes, Nea/ſom 44, wa 
czye out /that they haue ben iuggled withal and dꝛynt 
deceaved. And Cas their nature @ diſpoſiciũ is) gut. 
ſom ſpeake leſle / and moꝛe temperatelpe than 
ſom, and ſom ther be alſo / which / perceaving 

they haue ben ſo lõge / falſely beguyled/ as mu⸗ 

che as they can refrayne / ſaye neuer a moꝛde 

fo: ſhame, Mel / al ſoꝛtes of people/are agreed 
vpon this poit / with moſt ſtedfaſt conſent; lear 

ned and vnlearned/bothe men & women / that 

no maner of perſon / boꝛne and bꝛought vp in 
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De vera obedientia. 

Tha as Englande / hathe ought to doo w Rome. Al mn 
i nanyas ner ofpeople-receavigandemb:aceig p truthe/ 
eteaue doo with one hole coſent/acknowlage/hoyouz 
Ftruthe and reuerente the kinge foꝛ the hn 2eme heade 
" jauenot of the churche vpon earthe, They bidde the bil 
l doo w ſhop of Rome farewell: whole labour / how ſo 
15 biſh. euer it hathe ben receaued in tymes paſt / euen 
4 Nd. ſo now as vnpꝛofitable and diſcommodious / 
they haue no moꝛe deuotion to it / as a thing / 
wherin a man ſhoulde haue no deuotiõ / but to 
turne ſuch a chappelayn / out of the doꝛes/ will 
q he nyll he / as beige hyred oꝛ pꝛayed to miniſtre 
wh divineſervice /hathe not ſhewed him ſelfe faith⸗ 
"ll | full and diligente /in his office/vnto them/that 
Tt he ſhoulde haue loked to haue receaued his wa 
. ges ot᷑ / foꝛ his paynes taken. ffoꝛ a man had 
1 ö | rather haue afaithfull ſeruaunt to miniſtre in 

| 

. 

| 

| 


1. 


"8 dede / in whoſe name / the true token of doing / 
"UE which is the right vſe ofcalling/mape appeare: 
than in ſtede ofa ſeruaunt to haue one / that ta 
keth vpon him to be loꝛde of loꝛdes / in his doĩ⸗ 
ges /though in the meane ſpate / he calleth him 
ſelte ſeruaunt of ſeruauntes. 
And pet all men / fo: chaiſtian charites ſake / 
pꝛape foꝛ him and wiſhe him wel / amonge who 
Jam one ſpecially: that Paule y now is / may 
{0 excelle his pꝛedeteſſours in Saint Paules giz 


De vera obedientia, 
ſtes / that / like as Saint Paule hathe cempꝛe⸗ 
hended all the myſteries of our religion / in one * 
only epiſtle / to the Komapnes ; ſo this Paule p ſame 
maye now wꝛite from Rome / to them that be we wo 
vnder his obediente / ſuche thinges / as tende to de pray 
the true glozie of Chꝛiſt / and conterne the ad= fo: po 
— WA of faithe / rather than ſuch ware / but tha 
as hathe crept in ta p moꝛlde/theſe peares paſt / pour ol 
from thoſe highe potẽtates aud ſtoare houſes. abſtina 
To be ſhoꝛte / God ſende him good file / and te wil 
well to fare in the loꝛde. fulnes d 
But ] wil returne to my purpoſe:that is / that maketh# 
J mape move all men tu obediente / which only vs afra 
inp cõmaũdemẽtes of God /a foꝛ Goddes ſake / be to 
maketh vs happie àᷣ bleſſed. And comaudemen- pꝛay fo ) 
tes of (Bod/are cleare/ + light? our eies/ p we vou. 
ſtõble not in darkenes: they are righteous /they oddei 
are honeſt / they are alſo not only pꝛofitable al: woꝛde 
wapes to the like bothe of ſoule and body / but pure thi 2 
alſo neceſſarie / and not ſoꝛe noꝛ hearde to be ob truthe 
ſerved/foz they haue a reſpette vnto the poke / ß maketh$ 
they deteyne and kepe ſtill in — pea but not m 
with a tweatnes / they are a burthen / but yet a — 
lighteone, Fo: it commeth to paſſe by the grace quesbu 
of God / which is made by Jeſus Chaiſt / that kepeth\ 
thinges impoſſible vnto the fleſhe/are accompli the fro: 
ed by the ſpirite with chearefulnes/ by love / herelp 


, 2 
1 a 


De vera obedientia. 
1 that is powirdi in our heartes/by p holy gooſt/ 
| is geuen vs / and ſeing we are now re⸗ 
nt wed in the ſpirite of our mynde / and become 
ſpirituall: we may ſaye with Saint Paule: 
We are hable to doo all thinges in him, that 
ſtreynghtneth vs, that is to ſape / Chꝛiſt. 
i | Theri is no cauſe than/to make vs afraude / of 
i } the weightye impoztaunce of the thing / which 
| Mines though the benefite of Chꝛiſt / by meanes of 
1 interpꝛe his moſt p:ecious and moſt gloꝛious deathe / is 
tationg made moſt eaſie/to thẽ / W acknowlageig their 
n be weakenes of fleſhe / committe thẽ ſelves holly 
folowed to Goddes truſt / thꝛough obedicce/ with a ſure 
| | confidencein God. Fet vs therfoze make vs / 
m J beſe: ready / to obey od in his pꝛeteptes / which / as 
10 che god / they be not harde / lo they are not many in nom 
kepe his bꝛe. He p loveth his neighbour(ſaithe Panle) 
woꝛde hathe fulfilled the lawe: what can be ſpoke mo⸗ 
Wi! frelp as re bꝛiefly/oꝛ knitte vpinleſſe rowme* And bez 
" = cauſe this woꝛde (dove) hathe an iterpꝛetatiũ / 
q: x than | we muſt nedes afoꝛe allthinges / folowe that 
sour interpꝛetaciũ / which is ſet furthe in ſcriptures / 
0 nyloꝛ: by him / that made the {awe and publiſhed it. 
ne ſhal⸗ get vs than folowe the oꝛdꝛe / that God hathe 
4 de ſpied pꝛeſcribed / and not goo about with our inter⸗ 
vell y⸗ pꝛetacton / to cofounde and peruerte the mem⸗ 


uh. bes ok his body the churche / which he hathe ſet 
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De vera obedientia. | 
fn oꝛdꝛe © diſpoſed inparticulares acco2bigly / robe Y | 
that one in the congregacion ſhoulde teache / hom 
and an other haue the pꝛreminẽte / which is ap good 
no inted to pꝛinces / and fo:ſakig and neclecting coun: 
thoſe thinges / which either mennes miſedome p trax 
oꝛ ſubtill bꝛayne hathe invented / let vs folowe tour ge 
the truthe it ſelke: let vs obey it / let vs doo after ueth x 
it / which only maketh true obediente. pet wi 
And here J coulde haue made an ende of my nether 
tale / had not ſom folkes foliſhe woꝛdes ben / p folowe 
had almoſt pulled me downe backewarde and it hi ſel 
enfoꝛced me to rendꝛe accopt of my ſelfe / what fe noꝛ 
cauſed me to be ſo hardye / us to wꝛite one woꝛ ſuffre 
de / concerning any maner of obediẽte / namely other. 
true obedience / ſeing J neuertheles / entrepꝛi⸗ 
ſing to teache obedience / diſcloſe myne owne dil 
obedience / and geue the onſette againſt his po⸗ 
wer and autozitie / foz whoſe defenſe J was 

called ones to be a patrone/and bound? by my⸗ 

ne othe to defende and maĩtene his autoꝛitie to 
my poſſible power? wher is the keping of othes 

become / ſaye they? Mher is fidelitie? Mhat 
maye a man beleve now a dayes? Who maye a 

man truſt? ffoꝛ he was made a biſhop and by 

the pꝛiuilege of the Biſhop of Rame / admitted 

in to the oꝛdꝛe of Biſhoppes / and conſecrated 

by his commaundement / and lwoꝛne vpon the 


EY 22 Devera obedientia. 
half euangeliſtes to defende the rightes of the 
churche ot Rome:all which thinges he williglp 


and with al his hearte obeyde / and permiſed to 


pertoꝛme. o /ſaye they /euen the very ſelfe ſa⸗ 
tne man / to the moſt ho22ible example of bꝛea⸗ 
che of his fidelitie/ and ko ꝛgotting the ſolemne 
othe / he made / oꝛ if not thꝛough fo:gotefulnes/ 


vet ( which is the woꝛſe of the twoo ) having 


tontemned and defied his othe and fidelitie / he 
pꝛofeſſeth him ſelfe an open enempe of the chur 
che of Rome / and to ſhote his poyſoned ſhaftes 
the moꝛe ſurelp agaiſt it / he boꝛoweth a pete of 
artillary as it were ofobedience/and thinketh 
| | he {peth cloſely in covert / as though his ſides 
were ouerhilled / whan fo: all that / he lyeth oz 
pen and naked to al mennes ſightes / bothe like 
a ole and a naughty man, Such inẽ / as wil tal⸗ 
ke on this ſoꝛte /I amafraide /a in great doubt / 
how Ichall ſatiſtie them, ffoꝛ they will allege 
perhappes /to amende the mater withall / a cer 
taiĩ pꝛeiudite ot ſoule / J wote not what / wher⸗ 
with their mpnde being blowne full / they will 
ſpue out that that Iſhall ſpeake / euen as it we⸗ 
rea veſlell being toppe full of water / that re⸗ 
| reaveth no moꝛe liquoꝛ / whã it is poured vpõ. 
But they p ſhall heare theſe mennes talke / and 
than on the other ſide will indifferently reade 


4 


wo -” a 


llaundꝛe ( codemne them foz falſe repozters/p 


ought not ſo muche to be reſpected / as ß mater, knll o: 
But let a mi/ſape/ſweare/02 pꝛomiſe as faiths thes na 


me in theſe caſes/ chaunge the condicion of the foliſhe i 
mater / but the faithfully made othe/ifit be ſtar 92 ona 


vnder pꝛetenſe ofthe othe / as though it were wes bil 
| the bode of widkednes / it ſhoulde be perfour: bound} 
med e kept: onles we muſt be perſuaded / that to be 


De vera obedientia. 

mp ſaieng / with an emptie and free minde / and 
not all ready bꝛynke full: J doubt not / but J 
ſhall ſhewe vnto them / and perſuade them ſo / 
that their woꝛdes as weyghtye as men thinke 
them in dede they accuſe me ot periurie and 


ſpeake them: and that they ought no moꝛe to 
move me / again whom they be repoꝛted / 


than the blombling ſounde of an olde barel/as i 
they ſaye. Fo: in othes oꝛpꝛomiles/the foꝛme vnlau⸗ 


fully as he can / that thing that he ought not to to kep 
doo noꝛ perfo:me/p pꝛomiſe ſhall not be aboue How 
the nature of the mater ſelfe:nether ſhall p foꝛ⸗ ſhoulds 


ke naught / oꝛ not good / is better bꝛoken / than full vo; 


conſtauntie is commendable in naughtie and kept I 
and peruerſe maters / and that it is a greater whan I; 
faulte to turne agayn in the mydde waye than ſuch o: 
ſtill to runne alwayes naught, And foꝛ the mo thes ai 

re cleare demonſtracion of this mater / J take not? | 
this to be the moſt fitte example, A certain ma If 


3 De vera obedientla: 
| tied man/whan he thoughtby moſt iuſt likely⸗ 
| Hodes / that his furſt wife had bẽ vndoubtedly 
i deadde: as a man that had be free from maria ⸗ 
mꝑꝗt / by the autoꝛitie ot the chuꝛche / toke ano⸗ 
f Un exã⸗ cher woman / which was a faire damopſell / + 
| ple/fat- thought tobe a mayde / to wife by cõſent of her 
hed not parentes: by who/ after they had dwelt a fewe 
0 Arre of, yeares together/and he habe childꝛẽ by her: £0/ 
his foꝛmer wife vnloked foꝛ / came againe/as it 
were peeping behinde the poſt. Mell / ſhe re⸗ 
quireth to haue her huſbande agayn / that had 
done evil in marieng an other woman. Than 
; man being aſtonped at that / as a mater all⸗ 
maott incredible / and dꝛyven at the furſt to denie 
her to be his wife: than to aſke her what tokẽs 
| the coulde tell him / and laſt of all / becauſe he 
was wonderous lothe to be divoꝛced from her / 
that he had maried the later / to make as longe 
delayes as he coulde: and at leinght to cal her to 
the lawe / z ther to make al the ſhifte he coulde / 
to defende his ſeconde wifes cauſe, But whan 
he was caſt/he gaue place to the truthe / and ta⸗ 
keth his furſt wife to him agapn by the indge= 
ment ofthe churche, In this cace now/if the 
woman / that he maried laſt be iuſtely put fro 
him / oꝛ fo: ſorowe and heavines ſpeakig neuer 
a woꝛde / her Parentes oz frendes wolde crye 
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De veraobedientia. 
dut: Out vpon mennes maners ? out vpon it/ 
what a woz:lde is this? & after this ſoꝛte wol ⸗ 
de make ſuche a like wondꝛement / as theſe mẽ 
ſeme to vſe againſt me: thow helhounde / thou 
wicked couenaunt bꝛeaker / doeſt thou foꝛſake 
and caſt of this woman now / vnto whom thou 
madeſt ones ſo faithfull a pꝛomiſe in the open 
face of the churche / whan od him ſelfe was a 
pꝛeſent witneſſe? haſt thou foꝛgotẽ the woꝛdes 
which thou ſpakeſt in the temple / the miniſtre 
of God rehearſing them vnto the / in the pꝛe⸗ 
ſences ofſo many people / this woman / thou 
haſt now ſhane fully caſt vp / being pꝛeſent / 
making covenaunt & pꝛomiſe to the in like ſoꝛte 
agayne? Diddeſt not thou ones deſire vs fox 
her / and madeſt muche entreatie to haue her to 
thy wife / and p:omiſedeſt vs vpon thy othe / þ 
thou woldeſt vſe her as the good wife of thy 
houſe foꝛ euer/andneuer to foꝛſake her during 
thy lyte? Arte thou not aſhamed / ſeig thou haſt 
ſuche childꝛen by her / to caſt her of now / as 
though ſhe were an whoꝛe? and now whan 
thou leaveſt her to take her parte / that cauſed 
the to be divozced fro her? her is the keping 
ok othes become?! wher is fidelitie? what mape 
a man beleve now a dayes? whom mape ama 
truſt? The huſbande foꝛſaketh the wife. 
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Devera obedientia. 


3 Which maner of communictcion/as it maye be 
£ bone iithall'in the womans heabpnes/bothe 


fo: the great griefofher pꝛeſent talamitie / and 
betaule ſhe is the weaker veſſell/ euen ſo whan 
it is ſpoken of other mennes mouthes / whic 


wolde haue folkes to thike / they ſpeake pithily / 
it wolde make men thinke / they were ſtarke fo⸗ 


les / and in open company / euery body wolde 
laughe at thein / and in triall of lawe noman 


+ couldcabpdethem, But after a certain ſpace /if 


a man wolde anſwer p womau; and ſaye: wo⸗ 
man pou doo not well to accuſe him / that you 
want now to be your huſbande and defendour: 
ffoꝛ what faulte fynde you nom in him? ffoꝛ 
as longe as the farther wife helde her awaye / 
he loved pou / he honoured you / he vſed pou as 
his wife: pea ſo muche / that whã the furſt wife 


rame agayne/whõ he thought had ben deadde / 


he was not raſhe in geuing credence vnto her / 
noꝛ ſodaynly aſſented vnto her: he coulde doo 
no moꝛe fo: pour ſake / than he did. If he had 
fallen to hots and ſo foꝛſaken you / pour 
querell had ben ſomwhat. But now/what caſt 


| e — faithe bꝛeaking / which 


kepe his faithe/departed from you / and kept 
vis to that other wife/that he had laufully maz 
tied befoꝛe? Thy doo pou complapne ſtill? the 


De vera obedientia. 
woman / J wene / wolde geue ouer; in dede ſhe 
had no cauſe to complayne. At ſhe had notbe a 
mapden / as ſhe was tak? foꝛ/but an evill diſpo 
ſed momã /g had occaſioned this manes firſt wi 
fe/to be ſent in to ſome ferre plondes /to haue | 
this ma to her huſbãde in p meane tyme / cau Saype 8 
ſed p furſt mariage to be b:oke; whether ſhoul⸗ voutzue 
de be thought to be moꝛe in the faulte? this mã / doo you 
28 Cas he thought) rightly/were'i in no loue 
ulte: and the lubtyll womũã werein p greateſt chaũge 

faulte / as one p delighted to haue an other wo of wo⸗ 
mãs huſbande. And it a mi wolde conſidꝛe this men / as 1 
gaire /(hal he not ſee/as it were in a glaſſe/3 p ve he did? | 

ry pmage of p hucdãde in me. Foz in dede J/ 
ſeing J beleved/p no ſuche truthe of obediẽce / So me 

had be / oꝛit it had be ſought foꝛ / J wolde ne= thiketh 
uer haue founde it; J coupled myſelſe in ſecode pou foꝛz 
couenaut/+ therto plighted mp trouthe /w who gote it 
J thought Jhad laufullp dwelt g = laufull now a⸗ 
copany wall; But whan the truthe came / tv is gapne; |} 
every manesfurſt wife / maried to hi in baptil⸗ J pꝛay 
me / w will require the furſt pꝛomyſe / at all mf= you loſe 
nes hãdes to her J applyed / to her J cleaved: + itnot/ 
fro my ſecode knotte / as ofno affecte/bp p iud now it 
gemẽt of my churche/J departed, And ſhall any is foũde 
man thinke it indifferent / that J ſhall be called to your 
a lyer / becauſe J obey the truthe? Becauſe J hande, 


* 


| . vera obedientia. 


fo do 
. > ſerue od / in obepeng my Printe / þ J halbe 
| be es repoꝛted to be a contemner of the ſacramenz 
if 


oo fro tes / 02 an othe bꝛeaker? And that / that is 
\ [their ſe⸗ fondlp laped to the hutbandes charge / after 
h e he is bivo:ced / becauſe he perfourmed not his 
ö | knotte'+ pzompſe / that he ought not to haue made: 
4 401 ſhall that in this cauſe be grevoully and ear⸗ 
iudge- neſtly tromped in my waye / becauſe J am by 
1 mẽt of moſt graue iudgement of the truthe / diuoꝛted 
i | -Goddes from the churche of Rome / which it was not 
wrode / laufull foꝛ me to kepe (till and am compellet 
[7 herb to take my wyke Truthe to me / whan ſhe 
his chur commeth agayne at leynght peeping behyn 
We | che ia g o de the ſcrine/4 to cleave coſtauntly vnto her? 
uerned: Ik he coulde teache me / p ſhe is not the truthe 
V ſapth whom / J haue reteaved foꝛmy wpfe/clapming | 
To avoi againe my furſt pzompfeCas he ſhall neuer dog 
de foꝛni it) let him call me by what names he will. 
id let But pt he will let that paſſe / and make a do f 
:bbur the othe / it is to be feared / leſt all m 
mhaue will begynne to abhoꝛꝛe that ſubtyltie / whicl | 
| | His ow: is grounded in makyng of othes agaynſt thy" 
ne wite. truthe, Therkoꝛe take awaye theothe from thy 
E.  Heark? cauſe / foꝛ the othe ought to be a ſeruaũt oftr . 
| l: ta pour the / 4 ci not noꝛ ought to be pꝛeiudiciall vn i 
| |; om the trnthe ,, He that by his othe pzomiſeth vn 1 
5 


rtaſon laukul thinges / dothe not right: but he that 
my 102; 


Dex vera obedientia. | 
| keth an vnlauful othe/ andgothe on tilto put bo Doe 
it in execucio/ thruſteth downe him ſelfe deper toꝛ dub; | J 
and deper / from whence he can neuer eſcape / bleface, 
except he co out arſewarde , Wherfoze it were 
to great an abſurditie / that a man ſhoulde be They 
compted to doo a notorious crime /and to diſho are leur 
neſte and ſhame him ſelfe / in that point / wherĩ huztefuſ | | 
he goeth about to doo better. And accoꝛding to tha e 
dl this conſideracio/it is decreed / that not ſo mu⸗ kor they 

ul che as byß ciuile lawes /a mã is bounden to per olp ſpea 
8 fourme vnhoneſt oꝛ vulaufull pꝛomyſes / leſt it ke euil/ 
Ie might be though / that theſe lawes doo rather but you 
| commende perſeueraunce in crymes / than re⸗ both ſap l- 
pentaunce, And in the ecclefiaſticall decrees/it euila do Mi 

is ulſo eſtabliſhed / that no man is bounden to wozſe, 1 
perfourme an vnlaufull othe / ſeinge an othe ca Me thiz 1 

not bynde a man to wickedneſſe, This only re: kethyou | 
mapneth/that whã theſe men / w accuſe me of ſho ale 
od periurie/are dꝛiuen backe/that they cã laye no be aſha Þ 
Imoꝛe periurie to my charge / they wil go about med to 
cz to burthen me w vnadviſed temeritie / foꝛ pzo= ſpeake 

h miſing by mine othe / was not lauful fo:me to againſt * 
perfourme, Mell Sir but 3 tho ught it had bẽ pꝛieſtes 4 
laufull / and not Jalone / but b p iudgemtt of maia⸗ 
many men. ffoꝛ p woꝛde of Truthe/lyeng tha ge / ik 
Iburied a lõge ſeaſon / was thought to be no let, this rea 
But now whi he is tome home agayne / q haz ſon be 
H ij. true / as 


A De vera obedientia. 

; Lit wi be th e confirmed her ſelfe vnto me by fo many p26 

de / p ye ws it is euen ſhe/whp ſhouldeJnot emb:ace 
il, Taube mine owne true wike / cuen Dame Truthe her 
| here. ſelfe / vnto who J plighted my trouth e/Qinp 
it |  accopliſhement of p ſame / ther is non offenſe/ 
1 Than a muche lefſe any notorious cryme* well /ther is 
j ö mã ts nocauſe/whp J ſhoulde be afrapde of other fol 


malt an kes euil repo:tes/as loge as Jdoo my duetie to 
vnadup her alone /g according to her mynde / obeye my 
ſed aug ptice/ p fup:eme headde in earthe of p churche 
1 — af⸗ of Fnglaude/4 thã doo myne endeuour/ to tz 
. compliſhe p other partes of true obedience, Þ 


\ | pr fs belong pꝛopꝛely to a chꝛiſten man / fo as whi J 


/a | vn haue paſſed onery pilgzimage of this life / in o⸗ 
% learned bediente + truthe / J mape obteyne eternal life⸗ 
keig; ou p autoꝛ g gever Wherok⸗ is Jeſus Chꝛiſt / who⸗ 
a amifche to dꝛawe alvnto f p father / obeiẽgß father in al 
[| | uous thiges /ſuffred deathe fo; our ſaluaciũ / bothe 
. ſi wel ler in woꝛde / z dede taugt obedifce w/ foꝛaſmurhe 
ned in / as it is full or truthe / ſhal at leight pmote all 5 
} lf madean faithfully ſticke vnto it / to p very truthe ſelfe/ 


bart v is God bleſſed foꝛ euermoze Amen. 
ſedothe 
al n Afaire tale, agood tale, God quyte you for 
ur tale, ery wele aped/ wele obeped/ as 

y is ſpꝛoken in ale. | 


JJ. 
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Iacob nij. 


Purificate corda,duplicesanimo, 
Eccle. ij 


Ve duplici > 


C Kefiſtafice of pGolpell/is a mott 
manifeſt ſpgne of dampnacion, 


The wꝛathe of God is reueled fro heauen oner . * 


all wickednefſe 4 vnrightouſneſſe of mẽ / which 
witholdeth the truthe of God in falſhede, | 
They are without excuſe / in as muche as wh 
they knewe God / they gloꝛified hi not as God / 
neyther were they thãke full / but waxed full of 
vanytes in their ymaginacios, And their folyſh 
hartes were blinded, Wha they counted thez 


ſelues wyſe / they became very foles / gt. 
All men obeye not the Goſpell, Rom. v. 
We are Chꝛiſtes good ſauer to od / both amo ij. 


ge them yp are ſaued / a alſo amonge them that Coꝛ.ij. 


periſheth. To the one ſort / we are the ſauer of 
deathe vnto deathe. To the other ſoꝛt / are we 
the lauer of lyfe vnto lyfe. 

Ik our Goſpel be hyd it is hyd to they are loſt/ 


ij 


whoſe mides y God of this woꝛlde hath blided Cor. ß | 


| 


$99 Fo 4 ul c for wit of faythe / leaſt p light of Chꝛiſtes glo⸗ 
rie w is true knowledge / were manyfeſt vnto 


ſtghem / which is Gods ymage. 
Pp itt. Walke not as the paganes doo / in pour owne 
| | cios/all blided in pour owne deuiſes / 
@voide of Gods wayes. W euillchauced to the 
by their ygnorauce/and wilfull blyndenefe/to 
| | wurkethpnges ta their dampnacion. 
Continue in one ſpꝛete & eaithe ofthe Goſpell, 

| Fearei inno wyſe the aduerſaryes therof, foꝛ to 
S 85 it is a tokẽ of perdiciũ / to poty a ſygne of 

ſaluacio/ + p from God, ffoꝛ tu pow is it gyut᷑ 
not only to beleue in 2 . but alſo to ſuftre 
 fozhis fake, his ſake his lake. 

Cod ſhall ſende the vnbelevers ſtrõge detuſio / 
. p they might beleve lyes / ſo be dãpned foꝛ re⸗ 


. | full ige ß truheck eren to S 
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To the je Readers Wander 

3 exhoꝛt yow dere bꝛetherne / inß feare of God 
| to trye all ipretes/whether they "be of God oꝛ⸗ 


Reſyſte that buſy deuil whych now compaſſet Le: | 
yow roude about / not with wozldlp weapon /, 
but with pꝛayer. And be alwayes myghtye and 
ſtronge in the faythe. j. Petre, v. pꝛape that | 
Englande foꝛ vnthankefulneſſe to God /be not 

bꝛought into ſuche a bondage and llauery / as 

in Kynge Myllyam Baſtardes tyme. Marke 

in the Chꝛonyckles the prophecpe of Saynt 
Edwar de / concernynge the moſt vple nacion, 
Fewe wurdes maye ſuffiſe a man that hath 1 
wytte / a fole is neuer taught. Coke ſhoꝛtly 

to haue fro me the pꝛactiſes of pꝛelates/ 

compyled by Ulillyam Tyndale the 
true martyr of God w the aug . 
mentacions of Joi Bale/ 1 
ga plentuo uſe table 
iny ende theꝛ⸗ 

ot / to gpue 

the moꝛe ample warnynge. 
Thusfa:e thu wele in the loꝛde 
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